Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission

August 17, 2009


A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on August 17, 2009 at the Jefferson Municipal Building, 1033 Weldon Road, Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey. At 7:10 p.m., Chair Ondish called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Chair Ondish and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Chair Ondish requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.

Roll Call:

Present:
Larry Baier, Elizabeth Gantert, Daniel McCarthy, Joel Servoss, Edward McCarthy (Morris County), Robert Mitchko (Jefferson) and Arthur Ondish, Tom Foley (arrived after roll call)
Absent:
Russell Felter, David Jarvis, Richard Zoschak

With seven members present at Roll Call, Chair Ondish declared a quorum.  

Communications

The Chair asked for any questions about the communications.  The Chair thanked Trooper Schnezler for being in attendance.  He stated thanked State Police for provided their 2008 Statistics for Lake Hopatcong for summons and other activity. 

Treasurer's Report/Payment of Bills
Ms. Gantert stated the Valley National Bank checking account balance as of July 31, 2009 was $167,199.96.  Mr. Baier made a motion to approve the Bill List for $213,954.05 and Mr. Mitchko seconded.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated there are several items noted on the Bill List for funds from the EPA TWG which are for Ferraro Construction for $133,086 for wetland basin project just completed in Roxbury, Fisher Scientific for monitoring supplies to measure the removal rates after the projects are installed, Princeton Hydro for $9,295 and $59,000 was for Suntree Technologies for the baffle box installed on Yacht Club Drive in Jefferson.   She stated there are no contractor fees associated with the Jefferson project because Jefferson DPW installed the device.  The other is from 319 grant funds for Princeton Hydro for $779.  She also noted the the bulk of the payment to the NJ Department of Labor is for the unemployment costs for employees currently on unemployment.  There being no further questions, the Chair requested a roll call vote.  Mr. Dan McCarthy inquired if all the items were received from the Aquarius System order because of the note that some items were not received.  Ms. Macalle-Holly indicated everything was received.  

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Mitchko
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.

Approval of July 20, 2009  Meeting Minutes
The Chair requested a motion to move the minutes.  Mr. Mitchko made a motion to approve the July 20, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes and Ms. Gantert seconded.  There being no changes on the minutes, the Chair requested a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Mitchko
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.

Public Comment
The Chair asked for comment to be limited to five minutes.    
Mike Brunson, resident of Maxim Drive, inquired if the Commission started the application process for the NJ DOT grant I Boat NJ program.  He stated the letter of intent should have been sent by August 19.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the Commission received the information from a member of the public.  She contacted a program representative and was advised that the letter of intent had to be submitted soon and proposal was due by the end of December.  She stated when she first reviewed the website she thought the deadline had passed, but there are two grant programs and the one that is federally-funded is due in August while the I Boat NJ is due in December.  He inquired why Princeton Hydro had not brought this grant to the Commission’s attention since it has been in existence since 2002.  

Ron Sorensen, Lake Hopatcong Marina, addressed a question to Larry Baier regarding the status of the water management plan re-write committee.  Mr. Sorensen stated he was under the impression a letter was written to Lewin Weyl which he reconfirmed with his attorney and had the information resent.  He stated they would like to get moving on it while it is fresh in everyone’s mind.  Mr. Baier inquired if the suit was withdrawn from Superior Court.  Mr. Sorensen stated the paperwork is on Mr. Weyl’s desk and was sent two months ago to close it out.  He has not received a response from the State.  Mr. Baier stated he would check with Mr. Weyl on a response.  Mr. Baier discussed participation on the committee and how representatives had to be appointed from the towns.  Mr. Sorensen inquired if there was any movement.  Mr. Baier re-iterated that as long as the lawsuit still sits in Superior Court, he cannot pull a meeting together. 

Cliff Beebe, Beebe Marina, discussed the lake level water management committee and asked what is to be discussed about it because the law says the lake will be kept full at all times and that should be the end of it. The State has yet to produce the deeds to show ownership.  The State only owns 19% of the lake which is mostly the State Park and possibly some flowage rights.  He asked about the $213K payment on the Bill List and why there were no positives and negatives on the Bill Lists.  The Chair stated it is not money coming in, but money that is paid out.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the Commission requests for reimbursements from the agencies to pay bills for grant projects.  

Ray Fernandez, President of Lake Hopatcong Alliance, stated the members of the Alliance Board of Directors have been working on reviewing previous methods to help protect Lake Hopatcong.  He inquired about the questions the Alliance sent to the Commission and what has been done in the past and what can be done in the future.  The Chair stated many of the answers can be found in previous meeting minutes; however, Ms. Macalle-Holly is putting answers together as best she can in a short format.  If there is something more in-depth needed, the Chair suggested sitting down to talk rather than putting it in writing.  Mr. Fernandez asked what would be the best method.   The Chair stated he would be glad to come to any Alliance meeting to sit down and talk since we all have a common goal.
Mr. Steve Gebeloff thanked the Commission for doing a pretty good job harvesting in River Styx Cove and they put a good effort in there.  He thanked the Commission for providing the information to the Alliance.  He inquired about the method and the deadline to get any funding for the Commission or for getting legislation in.  The Chair stated he would address this during his report.  Mr. Gebeloff asked if there is any way to determine what expense goes to weed harvesting.  The Chair stated if you review the Bill List you can figure out what cost go towards weed harvesting.  Mr. Gebeloff stated they are trying to determine what the baseline costs are to reasonably run a weed harvesting operation because eventually he believes the people who use the lake will have to pay for it.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated one cannot use this year’s weed harvesting costs for a comparison.  In response to Mr. Gebeloff’s inquiry, the Chair stated the business plan committee has been meeting and is anxious to get it wrapped up.  The Committee Chair, Mr. Felter, could not attend tonight, but the Committee is finalizing it and will bring it back to the full Commission.  The Chair stated that in the past he stated the fees would just cover weed harvesting, but it may be something that has to be looked at because the rest of the operating cost is not that large.  The Commission needs to implement fees to cover everything so there is a sustainable source and not just rely on grants and good will.  Mr. Gebeloff stated he was afraid that once a fee was in place it would be to cover everything.  
The Chair stated there was no established fee set yet and boat fee has not been established yet.  Mr. Dan McCarthy discussed how the Commission is more than a weed harvesting operation.  

John Yingling, inquired who are the members on the Business Plan Committee.  He also asked for clarification if he understood correctly that there will be no funding for 2010.  The Chair stated it did not look that way because last time the legislation for user fees had to be in by June for the following June and now it is August and the Commission is not there yet.  
Mr. Kurzman discussed the Commission’s statutory objectives which defines the objectives and also indicates the money is coming from the State.  He discussed the historical aspect of the funding committee for the Commission.  He stated now there will be some sort of fee to sustain the Commission to do all the things it does and he is concerned about.  He discussed various fees based on a certain number of boats, but the Statute says the budget should be submitted to the DEP, the Governor and Legislature which did not happen.  He discussed the water level, the dam gate and the outflow going over the dam.  He expressed interest in being part of the lake level committee.  He is heading up the lake level committee for the Alliance.  He stated there are two things that need to be accomplished.  How does the person controlling the dam know when too much water is being let out and there will be flooding downstream and making sure enough water is being let out.  The other is how to improve the plan.  

Chairman’s Report

The Chair stated he has been working with John Hazen in the DEP on legislation for what the Commission may possibly want to do in the future.  He stated the Mayors and Administrators from around the lake met to look at how the lake is affecting the municipalities to work from their end to see what type of plan they can put together to help the lake so it does not negatively impact the municipalities.    He stated what happened this year has been a lesson about maintaining the lake without having the right budget, equipment and personnel.  He stated the next meeting will be with the county freeholders as well.   He stated the Commission must agree that there will be a Plan B if the Commission does not get money from the State.  He stated the Commission completed the vessel count and the business plan is suppose to be completed by next month.   He stated he is working very diligently on the issues.  The Commission could not harvest by the docks and shoreline this year because it did not have the staff or the equipment.   The Chair asked for any questions and with none, moved to Old Business.

Old Business

Commission Harvesting Update
Ms. Macalle-Holly reported the harvesting operation was moved last week to Ashley Cove and will harvest in the navigational channel north of the Brady Bridge.  The harvesters will move out of the area relatively quickly because the summer is wrapping up and they need to get over to the Hopatcong State Park area.  River Styx/Crescent Cove, Henderson around Raccoon and Halsey Islands and the cove by Lee’s Park were harvested.  Morris County had helped with getting the fourth machine ready, but four people are needed to lift the paddle to finish those repairs.  Currently, staff from Jefferson, Roxbury and Mount Arlington is assisting with the harvesting as well as the Commission Foreman and one returning seasonal employee.  

Pollution Insurance

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated quotes were included in the package for pollution insurance. She asked Fairview Insurance for a second quote and the firm that provides the Commission package insurance would not be able to provide a competitive quote compared to the current quote from AIG.  The quote for one year pollution insurance is $10,001.  Last year it was $10,199.  She stated the Fairview agent advised her that because of AIG’s  financial situation, they are providing competitive quotes to retain their existing business and that is why Fairview’s believes the other firm could not be competitive.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed how the DAG’s office could not provide a written legal opinion by tonight’s meeting, but she did speak with Counsel Chudzik today; Counsel indicated it is a business decision the Commission has to make and is not technically a legal one.  Counsel indicated personal liability for negligent acts is unusual, particularly under the Tort Claims Act and this Commission, as it has in the past, could go under the Tort Claims Act as long as it is not considered negligent.  Counsel further advised Ms. Macalle-Holly that not renewing the insurance policy would not be deemed negligent.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the policy expires on August 30 and harvesting will not be done that long into September because the foreman has to finish moving the harvesting equipment to the Franklin Building by the end of the third week of September.  She stated if the Commission opts not to renew the policy than the Commission can look to get another pollution policy in the spring. 

There was discussion on the risk the Commission could incur if they did not renew the policy.  In response to an inquiry about renewing the policy for a shorter period, Ms. Macalle-Holly indicated the carrier requires the insurance is paid up front for the full year. It cannot be paid quarterly or for a shorter period.  If the policy is cancelled, there are no refunds. She emphasized that if the Commission does renew the policy, it will come from the $157K funds remaining as Commissioner Gantert reported earlier.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly stated all operating expenses will come from the $157K including her salary.  The other large expenditure that needs to be anticipated is the quarterly unemployment expense.  She stated she contacted New Jersey Employers Account to inquire if the Commission could go on a contributory account instead of a reimbursable account for unemployment.  She was advised that the Commission could request to switch to contributory at the end of the year by way of resolution, but the Commission would still be responsible for two years after the resolution is passed to pay for any employee’s unemployment.  She stated she also learned, and brought to the Chair’s attention, when the federal government passes the unemployment extensions, in the last federal extension, for those entities on a reimbursable account, the employer has to pay for the extension. For entities on the contributory unemployment, the federal government picks up the extension cost.  It was not written into the federal language to cover extension cost for employers on reimbursable accounts.   The Commission will have to continue to pay unemployment costs quarterly until the former employees find jobs or at least for another two years.  
Ms. Gantert stated the Commission should be aware of this expense.  Mr. Foley stated the pollution insurance is needed for the rest of the year and the Commission cannot take the risk or chance of a fine. 

There was discussion about how the harvesters are refueled and how much fuel they hold.  The hydraulics is all vegetable oil.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated there is a period of known risk coming up in the next couple weeks which is past the policy date and it runs through next year so you could look at it as a down payment on next year’s harvesting operation.  He cannot imagine the Commission will not be doing some kind of harvesting next year.  Ms. Gantert inquired if there will be enough money when the unemployment bills come through.  Mr. Edward McCarthy stated there has got to be a point where other moneys come in one way or the other because the Commission cannot cease operations.  Mr. Baier inquired if they carried containment equipment and was advised they have booms. 
The Chair inquired if someone wanted to make a motion to renew the policy.  Mr. Foley made a motion to renew the policy and Mr. Edward McCarthy seconded.  Mr. Servoss inquired if the contractor’s that are installing the structure if they have insurance and he was advised that the contractors have the insurance because it is written into the bid spec.  The municipal insurance would cover when the township need to clean the structure.  Mr. Baier stated based on the amount of fuel and the containment equipment being carried, he believes the Commission liability is minimal; however, to give the Commissioners time he will vote for the motion, but he thinks the Commission should think long and hard as a potential expense that does not need to be carried next year.  The Chair stated it could be looked at from a municipal perspective to see if there is any type of rider that they can carry. Mr. Dan McCarthy discussed how the Commission needs someone in Trenton to review our insurance needs as a whole because of all the money spent on insurance.  There being no further discussion, the Chair requested a roll call.

  ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Foley
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Mitchko
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.

NJ DEP 319(h) Grant Application

Ms. Macalle-Holly reported that progress is being made on the 319 grant application as discussed at the last meeting.  She stated she just became aware of an issue today on the proposed project for property in Roxbury in the King Cove area.  The Commission was waiting for Roxbury to get to back to her on it, but meanwhile Princeton Hydro is putting together the grant application, the budget and the grant match.  She stated Roxbury Engineer sent an email indicating that the proposed grant project site was on municipal property but it was county drainage.  She was unsure if she would have time to get permission from the County to go forward with the project because the application is due within two weeks.   If the Roxbury project could not be included, that would leave the implementation project in Ashley Cove in Jefferson Township and a project at the State Park based on design plans done previously.  She stated she spoke with Superintendent Maurella at the Park and she recommends that the project be done by the picnic area because that is where the majority of the sediment from the parks flows into the lake from.  There is already the existing survey and topographic data for the site, but Princeton Hydro will have to redo a design to put a water quality treatment device in there instead of a culvert that was previously proposed and would not treat for water quality.  Mr. Baier suggested the Commission submit the proposal with the Roxbury project site pending county approval.  

The Chair brought up the Memorandum of Agreement that was included in the meeting package.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she included the MOA because she wanted the Commissioners to see the latest version where she removed the one paragraph that Mr. Dan McCarthy included that indicated the Commission would be moving the equipment during the summer since we did not have to do that.  As long as there were no other issues, she would have the Chair sign and send it back to Assistant Commissioner Cradic as the Chair was already authorized to do.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated there was a typographical area in paragraph 7.  Mr. Baier suggested changing the date for the building design in paragraph 3; the Chair advised to change to “as soon as possible.”
The Chair stated the agreement was for the Franklin Building for the Commission’s use which will be renovated to better meet the needs of the Commission and it is quite an expensive capital project the State is taking on.  The State did not want the Commission to build a new building, but instead to modify an existing building.   
Mr. Dan McCarthy asked if at the Mayors’ meeting, if the Chair could inquire if there was a location the Commission could store some of their equipment inside.  
Grant Projects Update 

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the Castle Rock Road 319 grant project is nearing ground breaking.  The contractor, Harrington Construction, has to supply the drawings for the slap on top of the Aqua-filter to Princeton Hydro.  As soon as PH approves it, Jefferson Township will allow them to move forward on that project.  The project is a little behind schedule because it should have started last week, but the goal is to get the project in and open the road before school starts around Labor Day.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly reported she is waiting to hear from the DEP on the second 319 grant in the Crescent Cove area of Hopatcong.  She referred to the PH letter in the package which discusses the scientific/technical information about removal rates to install the device in the Crescent Cove Beach Club parking lot.  The contractor is still interested in doing the project.  She stated paperwork has to be submitted to Pat Rector at the DEP to extend the 319 grant contract one more year through August 2010.  
For the EPA TWG, she reported that another project was completed.  The three-chamber baffle box, similar to what was installed on East Shore Drive, was installed near Yacht Club Drive in the Lake Forest section.  She thanked the Lake Forest Yacht Club for allowing the device to be installed on their ball field property.  Once Jefferson submits their expenses, an analysis will be completed to determine if funds are available for the Roxbury project.  
The other TWG project there has been progress on is the peat bio-filter septic system.  PH is finishing the design plans for Jefferson’s Health Department review and DEP also offered to do a cursory review of the plans although DEP determined that their review was not required.  She stated this is a demonstration project that is a septic system that potentially will remove more phosphorus.  The Executive Director at the Daycare facility has been extremely cooperative to work with. 

She stated the Roxbury Detention Basin was completed and the payment was included for Ferraro Construction on the Bill List.  She did receive a letter from PH indicating the project was completed to their satisfaction, but she is waiting for a letter from Mike Kobylarz, Roxbury Engineer before the remaining payment is issued.  The site inspection was conducted.  

The TWG project in Mount Arlington to install a baffle box as part of the Mount Arlington Village Drainage project is moving forward.  The Borough awarded that bid to Zuccaro Brothers and the project will begin in September.  Suburban Engineering has approved the design plans for the box. The baffle box has been ordered.  She stated her only concern, which she communicated to the contractor and Suburban Consulting, is the timing of installing the baffle box.  During the pre-construction meeting, it was agreed that the baffle box would be installed at the end of the project because we did not want the sediment and erosion from the construction site going through the device.  She stated Suburban Consulting has assured her that he will work with the contractor to either have it installed at the end of the project and if unable to do so, they will have the contractor clean the device prior to the project’s conclusion.

Sub-Committees
The Chair stated that Mr. Felter is not in attendance, but the Business Plan Committee just met and will be meeting again to try to finalize the plan to hopefully present at the next Commission meeting, but he cannot speak for Mr. Felter.  

New Business

NJ DOT I Boat NJ Grant Application

Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed the grant application through the Department of Transportation (DOT).  She stated typically the Commission asks PH to put together a grant application and Dr. Lubnow stated they would be willing to do that, but what type of project should be considered.  She stated she wanted input from the Commissioners on two possible projects.  Since the potential water chestnut problem can severely impede navigation of the lake, one component of the application could be a public outreach on the type of information available on the website on aquatic hitchhikers to prevent transporting invasive species.  The other component would be to include a project near the end of the lake in Jefferson Township by the quarry.  Princeton Hydro thought that might be a good area to do a project because the sediment is so severe it impacts navigation.  She stated she is unsure if that type of project would qualify under the grant, but the DOT contact advised her to send in a letter of intent to explain the project.  DOT would then notify the Commission if they can submit an application.  The Chair directed Ms. Macalle-Holly to move forward with Princeton Hydro to figure the best plan of action.  The Chair suggested he would love to see some type of boat wash.   

Volunteers Needed for Lake Musconetcong Water Chestnut Removal

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated copies of the fliers were available on the table.  Superintendent Maurella at the State Park is coordinating a volunteer effort.  This is a great way to volunteer.  They will try to pull the water chestnut out of Lake Musconetcong on September 19 at 9:00 a.m. to call 973-398-7010 to volunteer.  The superintendent will arrange for a boat.  
Mr. Dan McCarthy stated he would like to get an annual report from the Division of Fish and Wildlife as has been provided by the State Police. He discussed the huge increase in the number of cormorants on the Lake.  According to the Internet, Michigan is having a real nightmare with them and have opened hunting season on them.  He stated cormorants have a voracious appetite for fish.  He would like to understand how much is too much and what it is based on.  Mr. Baier stated he doubts Fish & Wildlife has the population of the species for Lake Hopatcong.  
Public Comment
Chair Ondish opened the second public comment limiting comment to two minutes per speaker.  
Mike Brunson, Maxim Drive resident, inquired when the lake level will be lowered this year according to the current plan and was advised it would be November 1.
Ron Sorenson stated it was upsetting to hear the harvesting is stopping at the end of August with so much boating season to go.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated there is only enough salary to have staff on through the third week of September and the equipment must be moved.  He also inquired about the pollution insurance that was passed.  He suggested that the Commission have ten objectives that the Commission can get done in the coming year and attach some dates to it.  He stated if the Commission did not get a legal opinion on the insurance and simply spent the $10K because it was running out of time.  Ms. Gantert stated that it is not the first time that the pollution insurance has come up and it was her interpretation and that is really not how it happened.  The Commission has been working on the insurance issue and will continue to work on it for next year. 

Cliff Beebe stated he did not like to hear lowering the lake.  Lake George does not lower their lake and that is referred to as our prime example.  Lowering the lake ages it.  There is not anything that cannot be done on the lake when it is not full.   He discussed fees and taxes.  The Commission forgets that we are in a Depression and will be hit hard with taxation.  He discussed the brainstorm of someone in 1937 to start lowering the lake.  

Ray Fernandez, resident of Jefferson Township, inquired about the water quality in the lake this year.  He is curious if anyone has surveyed what happens to the lake when there are no harvesters because there are certain areas that are in better conditions and floaters are much lower in the northern end of the Lake.  He thanked the municipalities for understanding the importance of the Lake to their municipality.  He hopes that the importance of the lake water level can be discussed with the townships.  He inquired if the Commission can post the drawdown date on their website.  He stated he does not think it is negligent not to have pollution insurance.  Mr. Fernandez discussed the minimal spill amount in the lake before a cleanup is required and estimated it is about five to ten gallons.  He suggested the Commission contact a marina on the lake to see about getting their fuel on the lake.  He was advised that the Commission follows Roberts’ Rules.  He stated that the State would come in and clean up a spill if the Commission did not have the insurance.  Mr. Baier stated the Commission would be responsible to pay the contractor for the cost.   Mr. Fernandez stated there are insurance agents that specialize in marine industry and the Commission might be able to find a better policy.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated former Commissioner DeStefano that works for North Jersey Water Supply Commission does a lot with insurance, worked very closely with Fairview Insurance to setup the initial pollution policy.  This policy was based on Commissioner DeStefano’s familiarity with the Commission operation, what our insurance needs would be and to protect from potential liability.  
Steve Gebeloff, resident of River Styx, inquired if anyone checked into using bio-diesel and if it was different for pollution insurance.  He stated he was surprised to hear the cormorants were considered a nuisance.  He stated they might want to reconsider the herring harvest on the lake.  He stated regarding the water level management plan and the two times there was a problem in 1987 and this year, if the plan was followed there would not have been a problem.   The Chair stated he envisions a tweaking of the plan to bring information up-to-date.
John Kurzman asked when the mid-year monitoring report would be available and was advised that Dr. Lubnow was asked to submit it for next month.  He stated there are fewer weeds in certain areas which is common after a five year drawdown and then it gets worse again.   He inquired how the dam gate could be closed now because it is an important part of dam management and should be part of the Lake Hopatcong Commission’s recommendation.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she believes the gates are closed and there is also some seepage through the gates.  Mr. Baier stated he has to go back and look at the USGS website but he will ask the question.  Mr. Kurzman suggested the term “biomass removal” to be used instead of weed harvesting.  He stated if we loss biomass removal operation it will drive people to chemical use and that would not be a good thing.  He stated for the business plan, people want to make sure it is done fairly and all the money stays here specifically for biomass removal.  It should not be for storm drain cleanout and old debt such as unemployment.  He stated maybe the Commission needs to shut down as it moves from state funding to citizen funding.  He stated the operation should be efficient.  He stated he reviewed the Lake Hopatcong Regional Planning Report on Harvesting for 2000 where he compared the operation for 1997-2000 which he will share but it does show you cannot really measure these types of things. He state some people are saying the Lake Hopatcong Commission is inefficient and he disagrees.  He thinks this last year was the most inefficient ever because there was equipment that could not be used.  He stated the alternate funding sources should be analyzed and explored.

Barbara Loring, resident of River Styx, discussed chemical use in the Lake and hydro-raking presentation shown at the last meeting.   She stated the harvesters did a wonderful job in River Styx but she still could not swim because they did not come near her dock.  She inquired if the harvesters could be used on a fee basis to pay to harvest by her lakefront for a fee.  Chair Ondish stated even when all six harvesters and two transport barges were running, there were still complaints.  She inquired if a private company could come in and share money with the Commission.  The Chair stated this should be kept in mind.  She also asked about licensing for the bait barges.  She was advised Fish and Wildlife distributes the permits for the barges.  She expressed concern over the location and the number of the barges.  She stated she could not see one barge located near the tip of Bertrands Island that she almost hit.  Trooper Schnezler stated they can put the barges almost anywhere.  He stated as a boater one must maintain a proper lookout of everything out there, even if the sun is in your eyes that is no excuse.  
There was discussion on the USGS gages.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the Commission did not receive the contract renewal yet, but she would put it on next month’s agenda.  Mr. Baier stated he would find money to pay for the gage because it has been invaluable.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly responded to the comment from last month about the River Styx Bridge.  She stated she distributed the email today from Commissioner Risko from Sussex County.  The County advised that the bridges 20 feet or greater get inspected every two years by highly qualified engineers under the federal-mandated national bridge inspection standards.  As part of the 2009 inspection of River Styx Bridge, a team of specialized engineering divers in addition to the regular Bridge Inspection crew came out on March 9, 2009 to take advantage of the recent lake drawdown (just after the ice melted) and more fully assess the condition of any deteriorated steel piles. Based on their first hand observations, the River Styx Bridge remains OK for traffic pending some steel pile and associated bracing repairs during the upcoming anticipated substructure rehabilitation in late 2010 or early 2011. The County continues to monitor the condition of this bridge.
Chair Ondish inquired about the boat with red flashing lights on the lake, but had no boat markings. Trooper Schnezler advised him it was the Coast Guard Auxiliary and the light should be red and yellow.  The trooper stated the auxiliary boat was out there with the flashing light to try to slow the boats done, but the boat should have markings.  
There being no further business at 9:13, Mr. Baier made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Mitchko McCarthy seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 

Prepared by:  Donna Macalle-Holly 
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