Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission

July 20, 2009


A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on July 20, 2009 at the Hopatcong Civic Center, 32 Lakeside Boulevard, Hopatcong, New Jersey. At 7:00 p.m., Chair Ondish called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Chair Ondish and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Chair Ondish requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.

Roll Call:

Present:
Larry Baier, Russell Felter, Tom Foley, Elizabeth Gantert, David Jarvis, Daniel McCarthy, Joel Servoss, Richard Zoschak, and Arthur Ondish 
Alternates Present:
Edward McCarthy (Morris County) 
With nine members present at Roll Call, Chair Ondish declared a quorum.  

Communications

The Chair asked for any questions about the communications.  Mr. Zoschak stated he had a letter from Douglas and Susan Zellman regarding Spring Lane in Stanhope which went into detail on how people on Lake Musconetcong are hiring Allied Biological to treat their properties with herbicide.  The letter includes the cost for treatment.  He requested to enter a copy into the communications for anyone that might be interested in Lake Hopatcong could contact Ms. Macalle-Holly.

Treasurer's Report/Payment of Bills
Ms. Gantert stated the Valley National Bank checking account balance as of June 29, 2009 was $207,184.37.  She stated the Revised Bill List was for $125,501.54.  Mr. Foley made a motion to approve the Revised Bill List and Mr. Felter seconded.  In response to an inquiry about the Verizon Bill, Ms. Macalle-Holly advised it was for a two month bill.  In response to a request from Mr. Jarvis, Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the payments to Aqua-Shield were for two stormwater devices.  One payment is for a second filter going into the Crescent Cove area and the other is for a deposit to order the Aqua-Filter for the Castle Rock Road in Jefferson from the 319 grant. There being no further questions, the Chair requested a roll call vote.  

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.

The Chair stated he should have mentioned earlier that Commissioner O’Connor as the Mount Arlington representative asked Alternate Commissioner Foley to take on the role as Commissioner.  Mr. O’Connor would continue to serve as Alternate Commissioner.  Chair Ondish stated he made the change at the last Mount Arlington Council Meeting. 
The Chair introduced two individuals that made a song about Lake Hopatcong.  John Decker discussed his summers at Lake Hopatcong and how the water shortage has affected the towns and businesses.  He and the other individual wrote a song about Lake Hopatcong.  He showed a copy of a CD called Lakeside Avenue which has a track on Lake Hopatcong along with some other tracks.  He stated he has support of Chair Ondish as well as Ron Sorenson from San-Bar Marine which is selling the album.   He stated he had a couple of free copies available.  The Chair thanked them for recognizing the lake and for coming to tonight’s meeting.
Approval of June 15, 2009  Meeting Minutes
Mr. Baier made a motion to approve the June 15, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes and Mr. Servoss seconded.  There being no further changes on the minutes, the Chair requested a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Abstained

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	
	


Motion carried 8-0-1 (one abstention).

The Chair stated the minutes would be posted on the Commission website as soon as possible and encouraged everyone to visit the site which contains information on the minutes of past meetings as well as a wealth of information about the lake. 

Public Comment
The Chair asked the public to sign-in and if they wanted to speak to note it for first, second or both public comments. The Chair stated he would call those that signed in by name.  
Steve Gebeloff, resident of River Styx, asked about the cost for weed harvesting.  The Chair stated the Business Plan will include the costs for weed harvesting and those not related to harvesting.  The Chair stated the Business Plan Committee met already tonight and asked Committee Chair Felter to give a ballpark on the cost.  Mr. Felter stated for harvesting it is somewhere around $450K-$475K based on 2008 costs.  He stated the Committee is working on different scenarios with staffing levels and if reduced what the different scenarios are.  Mr. Gebeloff also asked about other costs for 2007 and 2008 and if labor hours could be broken down for harvesting.  Ms. Macalle-Holly described the time keeping process for the Commission.  Mr. Felter stated the Business Plan would be ready in September.  There was discussion on how any legislative changes would need to be done by November.  
Eric Seal of River Styx inquired about the weed harvesting schedule.  The Chair stating it is a shoe-string operation and they just started harvesting today to ensure the equipment is working properly.  The Chair stated as far as the plan, they will begin harvesting in River Styx and it will depend on how the equipment is operating and how the training with the municipal employees goes.  Mr. Seal also inquired about the funding for this year’s weed harvesting operation.  Mr. Baier discussed how the $68K funding provided by the DEP for harvesting was allocated for personnel, maintenance and insurance and how the municipalities provided employees to do the maintenance and operate the machine.  

Al Riha, River Styx resident, stated River Styx is a disaster and the waterfront is unusable.  He described how he removed the weeds himself today.  He inquired if Lisa Jackson awarded $450M from DEP funds to clean up lakes in Chicago area.  He discussed how some River Styx Cove residents have been paying a $150 to chemically treat 40 feet of water.  He asked why the State cannot afford to pay that when homeowners are paying high taxes.  He stated user fees are not the answer.
Toni Irman, resident of Lake Hopatcong, asked what was done in the past and why are the weeds so out of control.  The Chair provided the historical background of how the weed issue has been addressed.  She also inquired about using chemicals around the lake and why there is not a computerized time keeping program for the Commission.  

Mr. Jarvis stated he had a DVD of the hydro-raking which inexpensively removes the weeds by the roots.  It is an alternate solution for the weeds and he will show the three minute DVD after the meeting for anyone that is interested.  The Chair thanked Mr. Jarvis for investigating this alternate.  Mr. Jarvis stated it costs $130 an hour and a dock area, approximately 50’ X 50’ area twelve feet deep, could be done in an hour.  

Ed Mass, Landing resident, questioned why volunteers could not be used.  Chair Ondish discussed the experience needed to run the equipment and insurance issue for volunteers to operate equipment.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the current insurance policy would not cover volunteers operating the equipment.  The insurance company would need to understand the training provided to volunteers, what type of experience the volunteers have and then they would provide an estimate on how much the insurance would cost.  Volunteers have not been pursued because the DPW staff is helping to operate the equipment.  Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed how residents near harvesting access points complain about foul odor with weeds being left over night.  The Chair stated volunteers are an option it may come down to.  Mr. McCarthy provided a detailed overview of how the staff was trained to conduct the harvesting and the type of damage that occurred when the staff was newly hired.  He described how the staff as they became more experienced, operates the equipment and how they train seasonal staff.
Sal Fesentos, of Hopatcong, inquired if there were plans to install an Aqua-Filter in Ingram Cove.  The Chair stated there was complications, but were looking at other option such as the Iron-Oxide filters.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated as she explained at the last meeting, which she reconfirmed with Dr. Lubnow of Princeton Hydro, that their engineers explored every possible avenue to put a device into that area by the stream, but because of DEP permitting issues they would not be able to get a stream encroachment permit.  She stated due to utility concerns on Lakeside Blvd., a device could not be installed there. She stated Mr. Jacobus from the DEP accompanied PH engineers to the site and it was determined the site was not viable for a stormwater device.  Mr. Fesentos stated they will have to keeping digging out their beach club every 5-10 years because it keeps filling it in.   Mr. Baier discussed how Flood Hazard Control Act regulates people putting things in and next to streams.  Mr. Fesentos stated he is the president of the beach club and they would allow for a device to be installed on the club property.  The Chair asked Mr. Baier to look into why this site would not be able to receive a permit for this type of a project. 
John Yingling, resident of Hopatcong, inquired about there being nothing on the agenda about funding of the Commission which is the most serious issue facing the Commission.  The Chair stated they are working on the funding issue by getting the business plan together to know what kind of funded is needed.  Mr. Yingling asked if it would be published in the advance for comment.  The Chair stated a draft plan would be presented to the Commission at a meeting for discussion and then opened to public comment.   
John Kurzman, resident of Lake Hopatcong, discussed his flushing affect and how the five-year drawdown gets nutrients out of some of the coves.  He stated the cold-water species of weeds are starting to fall and there may be some time before the warm water species come up.  He stated if there is no harvesting, if chemicals are used, it will cause the weeds to fall to the bottom to keep the nutrients in the lake.  He was confused as to why the State does not believe that harvesting should be funded.  Mr. Baier stated removing the weeds from the lake and doing nothing to prevent phosphorus from entering the lake and causing more weeds to grow is an exercise in futility.  Where the DEP should be investing its money, is in preventing the phosphorus from getting into the lake in the first place.   Mr. Baier stated if there are limited funds, he prefers treating the source of the problem rather than the symptoms.   Mr. Kurzman discussed how a lake in Canada takes weeds to a remote spot on a barge near a remote island.  He suggested that someone should reach out to Aquarius to inquire about the regular costs to maintain the harvesters.  He discussed the folly of using inexperienced people to run the equipment which is why contractors are no longer used because they would hire people that do not know the lake and the equipment.  Mr. Kurzman stated on the Regional Planning Board he was responsible for monitoring the contractor harvesting.  He also discussed how the Commission should run the harvesters.  Mr. Kurzman referred to questions provided by the Lake Hopatcong Alliance. The Chair asked Mr. Kurzman if the Commission can answer the questions in an official capacity with a letter back rather than spending time going through questions tonight.  Mr. Kurzman stated he understood the letter would not be received for tonight’s meeting, so it would mean another 1-1/2 months until the Commission meets again to discuss it and provide a response.  His question regarding the water level was is the LHC going to come up with its own plan before it goes to the meeting with the DEP.  He inquired about what is the plan for the public to hear what the Commission would like to see for the level management plan?   The Chair stated once the DEP committee starts then he would request input from the Commissioners.  Mr. McCarthy stated he would like for the Commission to come up with its own recommendation to give to Mr. Baier.  Mr. Baier stated he would not be the LHC representative on the State committee.  Chair Ondish stated that was understood and he would be the LHC representative on the Committee.   
Gary Sullivan, owner of O’Sullivan’s Marina, stated a letter to the Governor’s office was sent and he wanted to make the Commission aware of it. He stated they had Channels 12 and 4 out to show weeds.  He stated he is planning some other interviews with other newspapers and television stations, Governor Corzine or Chris Christie. He wants to make sure he is consistent with the values of the Commission if he is interviewed.  He discussed the rally that was held at Kabobs.  He was requested to read a copy of the letter into the record.  [A copy of letter is available on file.]
James Nicholson, resident of Lake Hopatcong, discussed his educational and work experience.  He inquired about some of the bills on the Bill List.  He asked that on future agenda if the Commission could discuss what is needed from the EPA for funding.  He met with Lisa Jackson a couple weeks ago on other business at the Pentagon and he could easily go to the EPA and meet with her.  

Randy Emr, Landing resident, stated it was his first meeting and thanked the Commission for what it does for the lake.  He stated the Commission should know how many catch basins and what the runoff is into the lake.   He discussed the harvesting arrangements with the towns and does not agree with volunteers running the equipment.  He stated each town should prep two machines and if they break down, bring the machines back to the town to fix and put two other machines in the lake.  He inquired about the lake’s water quality and use of lake-friendly fertilizer. 
June Seal, resident of River Styx, stated her suggestion was to educate everyone on where do the suggestions go.  She stated she knows the meetings are taped and the minutes are posted, but wanted explained to her the process the Commission uses to handle suggestions to avoid keep going over the same suggestions every meeting.  She suggested there were good suggestions with the Alliance and a process should be worked out so the status can be given.  She suggested including where the Commissioners are from and what committees are they are on their name signs.  Mr. Zoschak stated a lot of suggestions have been discussed previously over the years and the bureaucracy will not allow a suggestion to happen.   Chair Ondish stated he appreciated her suggestions to put a FAQ on the website.
Ron Sorensen, Lake Hopatcong Marine, offered a suggestion for funding.  He stated the Alliance received information from the county park.  The park last year took in $400K from revenues from slips, launches, etc.  He stated there is unfair competition that businesses have to compete with the county because the county charges half the market value.  He stated everyone in the room is subsidizing the cost of the county slips and storage.  As a business owner he loses business to the county because they do not charge market value.  He stated the county does not pay taxes.  He stated the county has put in new ramps and estimates there is probably twice the business this year compared to past years.  He suggested the County go to market value and put it toward the Commission.   The Chair suggested that he discuss this with the County Freeholders or County Administrator.  Mr. Sorensen inquired if the Commission could pursue it.  The Chair suggested he would be willing to go to a meeting with the county with Mr. Sorensen.  There was discussion on how if the county went to market value, that they would probably just keep the money.  Ms. Macalle-Holly and the Chair discussed the County’s contribution to the Commission.  Mr. Sorensen stated anyway the Commission could get funding, it should aggressively go after and he has a problem with the Commission’s lack of action.  Mr. Felter stated he works for the Morris County Park Commission and he spoke with their Executive Director which he does not have a problem with raising the rates to be where they should be.  Mr. Felter stated he could almost guarantee that the money would stay at the county level because of their funding need.   Mr. Felter stated that the county will be at Camp Jefferson a week from tonight for the PSE&G public hearing.
Mr. Cliff Beebe, Beebe Marine, discussed boating in the lower water which stirs up the bottom.  He also stated draining the lake does not stop the weeds and there is no reason to drop the lake.  He also discussed the Landing Seawall and how when the lake fills up how it will spill over that wall because it is too short.  He also inquired why the Brady Bridge was not raised another 12’ when they had the chance.  Mr. Felter stated if they raised it, it would not be in the same footprint.  He also discussed the Musconetcong Creek and half the time there is no water in it. 

Chairman’s Report

A copy of the Chair’s report as read at the meeting is attached.  
Old Business

Lake Hopatcong Water Level

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the lake water is flowing over the dam.  There was a picture she provided in the Aim Community News of the lake going over the dam.  The Chair agreed the Lake Hopatcong Water Level was no longer needed as a standing agenda item.  Mr. Baier stated he would convene the committee to review the water level management plan as soon as the litigation resolves itself.  
Commission Harvesting Update
Ms. Macalle-Holly reported on information provided by Mr. Calderio, seasonal foreman.  The harvesting began today with two harvesters operational in the Crescent Cove/River Styx area.  They are still doing repairs on two other machines.  She stated Morris County mechanics and Hopatcong DPW are still assisting with repairs.  She stated that they anticipate Jefferson and Roxbury will be sending staff to train on the harvesters tomorrow.  Currently a Mount Arlington employee is working.  She stated since the cost of the insurance was less than anticipated, she did receive authorization from the DEP to rehire a former seasonal employee.  That employee is operating the second harvester.  
She stated she needed to emphasize that people are stopping by the harvesters to come to their area of the lake. This takes time away from harvesting, because as soon as a boat, jetski or anything approaches the harvesters, the operator has to stop because of the paddle wheels so boaters are not in jeopardy.  She asked that people try to avoid going up to the harvesters to tell the operator that the weeds are the worst in front of their house.
Mr. McCarthy stated he had copies available of the Lake Hopatcong Commission Maintenance Plan prepared by the late Bill Clark.  It describes the work that is normally done in the winter, but was not done this past year. He stated they are working under very adverse conditions.  He described the maintenance work that still needs to be done on the other harvesters.  He stated Mike Calderio advised him that he is available to meet with any Commissioner based on their availability and will even meet with them on his own time to explain what is going on with the harvesting and maintenance operation.  Ms. Macalle-Holly described the difficulty to order replacement parts when the actual part numbers are not available.  

Grant Projects Update 

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she had a lot to report on the grant update.  She began with the request for proposal (RFP) from the DEP that was issued for 319(h) funding.  The Commission has 319 grant projects in process.   The Commission submitted a 319(h) grant application in 2008 that was not funded.  She stated she had a conference call today with Pat Rector, DEP 319 project manager for LHC and Dr. Lubnow of Princeton Hydro.  She stated Princeton Hydro helps the Commission prepare grant applications for submission to the DEP and EPA.  They covered what projects to include which include two projects that were not funded in 2008 319 application.  The first project would be a design phase of a stormwater implementation project for Ashley Cove sub-watershed where the Commission docks its harvesters in Woodport.  The second project is a design and implementation of a stormwater device on a 2.8 acres municipal property in Roxbury.   The grant would also include a cost for Princeton Hydro to do the stormwater monitoring because previously the field staff conducted the monitoring as well as for PH to do additional in-lake monitoring.  The other cost would be to include the administrator’s time for grant administration.   Two other projects are being considered based on Pat Rector’s recommendation, but more information needs to be obtained prior to including them.  PH will evaluate the removal rates for the previously designed bioretention basin in Hopatcong to determine if the removal rates would be justified by the project cost.  The other project being considered based on Ms. Rector’s suggestion is a proposed project at Hopatcong State Park.  In 2001, design plans were done for stormwater devices in the Park.  Ms. Macalle-Holly checked with Superintendent Helen Maurella about the project and she recommends on the proposed projects in Hopatcong State Park to put a stormwater treatment device in by the picnic area.  She stated the grant application is due September 1.  If the Commission is in agreement with this approach, she has calls out to Roxbury and Jefferson to confirm that they are willing to go forward with the project and to commit the time for the project.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated Princeton Hydro will develop the grant budget by sub-task if DEP decides to fund certain projects, the budgets are clearly delineated.  She requested authorization to go forward with the plan.  Mr. Zoschak made the motion and Mr. Felter seconded.  The Chair requested any discussion.  Mr. Baier inquired what the project selection was based on.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the two projects that were selected for the previous 319 grant application were based on priority areas.  Then when meeting with the towns, the town engineers said if these are the priority areas, here is where we have room for implementation.  The Chair requested a roll call.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Abstained
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	
	


Motion carried 8-0-1 (one abstention).

Ms. Macalle-Holly gave an update on the EPA TWG.  She stated the Roxbury detention basin project near King Cove was completed.  She stated the Township inspector had been to the project site regularly.  She received a phone message from the Township Engineer Mike Kobylarz, that they were satisfied with the project.  PH will be setting up the final inspection for that site with herself and Mr. Kobylarz.  She stated Ferraro Construction did exactly what Princeton Hydro directed them to do.  She stated if there is enough money left over for the EPA grant, due to Jefferson Township saving a lot of money on their TWG projects, the Commission might be able to move forward with installing the baffle box at Signac Avenue.  PH is recommending this because this device will stop a lot of the sediment from going into the detention basin.  The Roxbury detention basin project budget did not overrun.  If none of the other EPA projects overrun, it may be possible to do the project on Signac.
She stated the next TWG project is scheduled to start on Thursday on Yacht Club Drive in the Lake Forest section.  It will be a baffle box similar to what was installed on East Shore Drive.  The Jefferson DPW will be doing the installation to save on project costs.  Jefferson is doing a great job of tracking their time on the project as well as use of their equipment use which is part of the match.  

She stated there are other projects in the EPA TWG, but she is reporting on those that currently have progress on.  

She stated that DEP requested a site visit for the current 319 grant sites, the proposed 319 sites and the TWG sites.  She will let the Commissioners know when the date is scheduled and agreed to include Ingram Cove if time was available.

She stated that the Commission received approval from the DEP to order the aqua-filter for the Castle Rock Road site.  She reported that the project should be completed in August which is on schedule.  If the project was delayed, it would not have been installed until next summer because of busing issues.  The DEP requested information from Dr. Lubnow and he is working with Princeton Hydro engineers to provide this information if the second stormwater device is installed in Crescent Cove parking lot.  Once this is done, they will meet with Hopatcong Engineer.  She is hopeful this project can be started after Labor Day.  The Commission already awarded the contract for that project.  

She stated that Princeton Hydro goes on site to ensure that the projects are completed in accordance with the plans from an engineering perspective.  When the 319 grant was initially written, the Commission staff would be supplementing PH time to oversee the contractor.  Since there is no longer any field staff, Princeton Hydro sent a letter to the DEP requesting an additional $5,000 for project oversight for the Castle Rock Road project and the second Crescent Cove project.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she received verbal approval that the DEP would allow Princeton Hydro to receive an additional $2,500 for each project which would be eligible for reimbursement from the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  She requested authorization from the Commission to pay Princeton Hydro an additional $5,000 for project oversight for the locations on Castle Rock Road and at the second Crescent Cove location which would be reimbursable from the MOA.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated it was in the Commission’s best interest to have Princeton Hydro on site to ensure the projects are implemented as the design plans indicate.  Mr. Zoschak made the motion and Mr. Foley seconded.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	
	


Motion unanimous.
Sub-Committees
The Chair stated the Business Plan was discussed earlier and another meeting would be held in a couple weeks.  He stated there is no other sub-committee activity other than Mr. Jarvis doing work on the hydro-raking.

New Business

Public Official Policy Insurance Renewal
Ms. Macalle-Holly stated there were two quotes in the package.  The first quote is for the renewal for the current policy provided by Fairview Insurance.  It includes Public Officials Professional Liability and Employment Practices Liability.  The quote is $2,804.27 and Fairview fee is $387.90.  She stated she tried to get other quotes and was successful in receiving one other quote through another agency.  The second quote is for $2,500 with an additional 5% for NJ surplus lines.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated when she received the second quote the new agent advised her that Houston Casualty Company is non-admitted which means the company is not license for insurance in New Jersey although you could still offer insurance within the State. She stated she spoke with Counsel Chudzik and she did advise that we select the firm that was non-admitted. 
Mr. Felter made a motion to renew the current policy.  Mr. Zoschak seconded.  There being no further discussion, the Chair requested a roll call.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	
	


Motion unanimous.
Pollution Insurance 
Mr. Zoschak inquired about the expiration of the pollution insurance and Ms. Macalle-Holly advised it expires August 30.  The policy is for one year.  When the Commission previously inquired about renewing the policy and canceling during policy year, the policy could not be canceled.  Mr. Zoschak requested a legal opinion of what would happen if the Commission did not have pollution insurance.  Chair Ondish stated that the last time the opinion was the Commission should get the insurance because without insurance the cost to clean it up would be more.  The inquiry to Council would be if the Commission did not carry pollution insurance, would the Commission or the Commissioners be personally liable.  Mr. Baier inquired if the cost of the pollution insurance was covered in the $68K.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that insurance cost covered was for liability insurance.  Mr. Felter requested a written legal opinion.  Mr. Zoschak asked if the policy could be done on a monthly or quarterly basis.  Mr. Felter stated since there are inexperienced operators running the machines, the Commission should err on the side of being covered.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that if the policy was renewed, it would be approximately $10K and would have to come from remaining funds in the account.  Chair Ondish stated there could be the opportunity for Mr. Baier to allow the Commission to get reimbursed for it from the MOA.  Mr. Baier asked that he be included in the inquiry to Counsel Chudzik.

The Chair stated Mr. Zoschak had an agenda item for New Business.  Mr. Zoschak stated that Mr. Baier put out feelers to the towns for members on the lake level management committee.  Roxbury is in the process of considering a few people for the position.  Mr. Zoschak made a motion to appoint Dan McCarthy as the Commission’s representative to that Committee.  Chair Ondish stated he already appointed himself to that Committee because it’s a Chairman’s appointment.  He stated if he wanted to make a motion perhaps he and Mr. McCarthy could both sit on it.   Mr. Baier stated he called for each town to provide a representative to the Committee in addition to the Commission’s representative.  Mr. McCarthy stated he wanted to make sure that if everyone on the Commission has an opportunity to air their concern and a consensus is developed as a body, then the Chair can represent the Commission on the Committee and report back to the Commission.  Mr. Jarvis seconded the motion.  Mr. Baier stated the purpose was to have representation from around the lake with members from the appropriate DEP groups.  He stated the Commission could send two representatives.  Mr. Felter requested that Mr. Zoschak amend his motion to state that Chair Ondish and Mr. McCarthy would be the Commission’s representative on the Water Level Management Committee.  Mr. Zoschak agreed to the amendment.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Abstained
	
	


Motion carried 8-0-1 (one abstention.)
Public Comment
Chair Ondish open the second public comment limiting comment to two minutes per speaker.  
Mr. Gebeloff, resident of River Styx, inquired about the $2,600 donation made to the Commission from the Poker Run.  He inquired when it was made and how it was applied to the budget.  Chair Ondish stated he believed it went against the general operating budget.  Mr. McCarthy was advised that the donation did not request how the funds be used.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that a cutter bar costs approximately $5,500. The Commission has not received enough donations since the Commission’s inception to pay for one cutter bar, but the Commission does not have that type of accounting in place.  He discussed the newspaper article about taking 100,000 herring out of the lake for Round Valley article.  He inquired about the environmental studies are done for taking 100,000 herring out of the lake and why the Commission was notcontacted.  He also stated that the pilings in River Styx Bridge are rusted through.  Trooper Schnezler of the New Jersey Police stated the bridge was inspected and they contacted Sussex County Road Department.  The County will follow-up with that and make repairs.

Mr. Beebe, Beebe Marine, inquired if Mr. Baier received a letter from Attorney Weyl that Mr. Baier should be contacted for anything about Lake Hopatcong.  He asked to produce the deeds to Lake Hopatcong which should be in the archives to determine ownership of the lake.  Either the State will have to buy the lake or let them run it themselves.

John Kurzman, discussed the hazardous waste issue should include fuel spills for the pollution insurance.  He referred to weedersdigest.com which has a lot of information on what homeowners can do to control their weed problem.  He stated if the Commission is going to look at the boat fee question, he recommending addressing the smaller boat or transient boat to discourage transient boats. This will allow for the improvement of the quality of the lake and transients boats maximize transporting invasive species.  He stated he wrote a letter to the Commission and Mr. Baier.  He did not get a response to Knee Deep Club.  He stated Pat Hamilton of Division of Fish & Wildlife responded.  He inquired if the right people knew about the herring being removed, but according to Pat Hamilton 100,000 herring is a drop in the bucket.  He discussed how the herring could be a negating factor and maybe we should be careful about the herring.  He suggested that the Commission get in the loop on this.  Mr. McCarthy referred to the Commission legislation that F&W should consult with the Commission.  Mr. Baier discussed how a Dow’s Sportsman Cove is issued a permit to harvest alewives.  The permit comes with certain limitation to protect the sanctity of the lake’s fishery.  
Barbara Loring, resident of River Styx, wanted to publicly thank the New Jersey State Police because she got stuck with her boat in the weeds in River Styx and the police towed her back.  She stated she heard Chris Christie is in favor of the lake and he should be invited to the Lake.  She indicated, if he is truly in support of the lake, she would vote for him because she is so furious on how the lake has been handled.  If it is a State lake, the State should be responsible.  If it’s a private lake, then give us the responsibility.  She asked how the Commission could get more muscle.  

Bob Brandon, Roxbury resident, discussed Round Valley and how it was in the Star-Ledger paper that alewives need plankton to stay alive.  For the State to take bait from Lake Hopatcong, they are trying to create plankton growth in Round Valley.  Twenty years ago there was plenty of plankton in Round Valley.  He further discussed plankton.  He inquired about Dows Bait Barges and how much bait they are taking.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that it was reported to Fish and Wildlife as part of the permitting process.  

There being no further business, Mr. Foley made a motion to adjourn and Mr. McCarthy seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 

Prepared by:  Donna Macalle-Holly
Chairman Report for Commission:  7/20/09:
First off I enjoyed all of the rain that raised the lake level to an almost no wake situation for the 4th of July.  Nature took care of the lake, as it does most always.  I just hope all of the negative press did not divert many from choosing to vacation at the lake and help our local businesses.  So far the lake has been busy.  I make it a point to ride through Byram Cove most weekends to see how many boats are recreating in that location.  So far it has been very busy.  Over the Holiday weekend it was very crowded so I hope our businesses are doing better.

6/23/09- I attended the US Coast Guard Auxiliary 70th birthday celebration event at the Jefferson House.  It was a nice event designed to introduce the new Lake Hopatcong Flotilla to the lake community.

7/5/09- Enjoyed a great fireworks presentation by the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club. This is the first time I can remember that they actually used the rain date.  For everyone’s future information, the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club has a web site that they update regularly.  They do have a current real time status of the fireworks posted.  I was inundated with calls as well as the Mount Arlington Police Department on the 3rd when the fireworks were scheduled.  When the decision was made to go to the rain date, we were able to get a message on our electronic signs but there were still many who did not know where to go for this information.  Please use the website in the future for good information and there is also a place to provide feedback about the show. They appreciate hearing from onlookers.
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