Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission
May 5, 2008 Special Meeting



A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on May 5, 2008 at the Mount Arlington Municipal Building, 419 Howard Blvd., Mount Arlington, New Jersey. At 7:35 p.m., Chair Ondish called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Chair Ondish and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Chair Ondish requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.   

Roll Call:

Present:
Elizabeth Gantert, David Jarvis, Daniel McCarthy, Robert Mitchko (Jefferson Alternate), Richard O’Connor, Pat Rector (DEP Alternate), Joel Servoss, Richard Zoschak and Arthur Ondish
Absent:
Russell Felter, Benjamin Spinelli
Alternates Present:
Ray Fernandez (Morris County), Robert Gruber (Mt. Arlington), Colin Ormrod (Hopatcong), 
With nine members present at Roll Call, Chair Ondish declared a quorum.

[This was the first of three special meetings and one emergency meeting held from May 5 through June 5 with the only agenda item to discuss user fees on Lake Hopatcong.  Due to a recording malfunction only a portion of the public comment and action taken by Commission to adopt Resolution 08-04 was available for transcription.]
Public Comment
John Kurzman suggested the commission have its own lawyer for when they are having negotiations with the DEP. The DEP are not doing a favor by doing the draft legislation for the Commission. He added the Commission agreed they would hire a consultant and was shocked that there was no consultant and that there would be draft legislation proposed that the DEP was writing. Mr. Kurzman referred back to the spreadsheet he previously distributed and stated he was trying to figure out ways of charging boats based on horsepower. He tried to come up with something equitable.  He also suggested a boating sticker along with the survey could be distributed by marina owners to help count the boats and by the end of the summer the Commission could have an idea of how many boats a year, or if they where used traditionally for weekdays or weekends. The survey will also provide information on the length of the boat and horsepower. He added that he 

believes the legislation needs to be modified and the Commission needs to find someone who will sponsor the Commission’s legislation. 

Cliff Beebe, from Beebe Marina, stated the Commission has a contract with the State to operate and clean up the lake. He suggested that the commission should still have a lawyer other than the Attorney General who is present. He also suggested the Commission take the State of New Jersey to court and have an order issued by the judge to release the funds. He was advised that the law states the Commission has to use a lawyer from the Attorney General’s office. 
Mr. Fernandez requested to submit the proposed resolution prepared by Mr. McCarthy to the DEP as an alternate to their legislation. Chair Ondish advised him he will definitely ask. In response to an inquiry from Mr. Zoschak, Mr. McCarthy added that the Commission can submit a budget, but it could be zero.  The Commission does not have an actual mandate for funding. 
Mr. McCarthy inquired if the resolution is going to be submitted as part of the request to DEP. Chair Ondish stated that he is going to try to get a meeting in Trenton so the questions can be asked to Commissioner Jackson or have her come here. If the meeting is not possible than Chair Ondish will provide the questions to her and give her a copy of the resolution. Mr. Zoschak made the motion to adopt the Resolution and Mr. O’Connor seconded it. Chair Ondish asked for a roll call. [A copy of Resolution 08-04 Establishing an Outline to Develop a Business Plan and Secure Stable Sources of Funding is available on file.]
Roll Call: 
	Gantert
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Jarvis 
	Yes
	Mitchko
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	No


  Motion carried 7 to 1.
The Chair stated another special meeting date could be setup through email. There being no further business, Mr. Zoschak made the motion to adjourn and Mitchko seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 
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