Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission

April 20, 2009


A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on April 20, 2009 at the Mount Arlington Municipal Building, 419 Howard Blvd., Mount Arlington, New Jersey. At 7:00 p.m., Acting Chair Felter called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Acting Chair Felter and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Acting Chair Felter requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.

Roll Call:

Present:
Larry Baier, Elizabeth Gantert, David Jarvis, Daniel McCarthy, Joel Servoss, Richard Zoschak (7:05 p.m.), Tom Foley (Mount Arlington alternate), and Russell Felter (Acting Chair) 
Absent:
Richard O’Connor, Arthur Ondish, Benjamin Spinelli
Alternates Present:
Edward McCarthy (Morris County), Robert Mitchko (Jefferson), 

With seven members present at Roll Call, Acting Chair Felter declared a quorum.  The Acting Chair introduced himself and stated he was asked to cover the meeting in the absence of Chair Ondish.  
Communications

The Acting Chair asked for any questions about the communications.    There being no questions on communications, Acting Chair Felter moved to the next agenda item.
Treasurer's Report/Payment of Bills
Ms. Macalle-Holly provided the report at Ms. Gantert’s request.  She stated the Valley National Bank checking account balance as of March 31, 2009 was $271,120.96.  She stated the Revised Bill List for $41, 632.94 includes two payments to Princeton Hydro from the DEP 319 grant for $366 and from EPA TWG for $3,742.50.  Mr. Jarvis inquired about the gas charge and it was explained that the Commission truck is used to transport stormwater samples to the lab.  He also asked about the long distance phone bill and was advised it was for two months.  

The Chair stated the record should show the arrival of Mr. Zoschak.  Mr. Baier made a motion to approve the Revised Bill List and Mr. Foley seconded.  

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	Felter
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
Approval of March 16, 2009  Meeting Minutes
Mr. Zoschak made a motion to approve the March 16, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes and Mr. Felter seconded.  There being no changes on the minutes, the Acting Chair requested a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Abstained
	Yes

	Gantert
	Abstained
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Abstained
	Felter
	Yes


Motion did not carry 5-0-3 (three abstentions).

Chairman’s Report

Acting Chair Felter stated Chair Ondish provided a Chairman’s report.  He indicated it was only the second meeting the Chair missed in the four years he has been Chairman and he is away on business.  [The written report prepared by Chairman Ondish is attached.]  

Grant Project Update

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that Dr. Lubnow attended the last meeting to provide an update on the grant projects.  She stated in the meeting package there was a letter sent to the contractors for the 319 and EPA grants to award the bid and to let the other bidders know that they did not receive the contract.  The contracts have been sent to legal counsel and should be sent out to the contractors this week for both projects.

She stated that at last month’s meeting different scenarios were discussed for the Bell Avenue project.  The option agreed to was to have Princeton Hydro use a camera to look through the pipe.  She stated she sent a letter to Mount Arlington thanking them for letting the Commission use their camera at no cost and for providing a couple members of their DPW staff to operate the camera.  Unfortunately the pipe was too clogged for the camera to be of much use and PH engineers could not determine what they needed to at this point.  She stated the next step is for PH to arrange a meeting tentatively scheduled for next Monday or Tuesday with herself, John Ruschke - Hopatcong Borough Engineer, PH Engineers, Pat Rector – DEP 319 project manager, Commissioner McCarthy and U-Conn – the contractor that was awarded the bid to discuss other options for this grant.  

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated for the EPA TWG project, the Suntree baffle boxes were ordered for the two projects in Jefferson Township that Jefferson DPW will be installing as part of the project.  The expected arrival is about six week so the projects will commence around that time at Yacht Club Drive by the Lake Forest Yacht Club and by the playground on Cherry Road.

Public Comment
The Acting Chair stated the next agenda item is public comment and opened the meeting to public comment.

Steve Gebeloff, resident of River Styx, quoted from a New York Times article entitled, “Lake Runs Low and People Wonder Why” which was published on July 24, 1988.  He stated nothing has changed and everyone watched the train wreck happen.  The Commission is powerless to do anything about it, but the State still wants the residents to pay for the maintenance of the lake.  He discussed some examples of how he feels the State lies to the lake residents on a regular basis.  He discussed the lake level and how the water from the lake goes into the Musconetcong River and how much water is coming out of Lake Musconetcong.  Mr. Gebeloff stated as a taxpayer he wants water in the lake, he wants the weeds harvested and he wants it paid for out of tax money.
Bert Effley, local lake resident and an attorney discussed the water level problem.  He stated many local businesses have come into his office for advice on what can be done on this issue.  He discussed the spillover effects of the low lake level into other businesses and to the people of the State that want to use the lake during the summer.  He stated the Water Level Management Plan spells out what is to be done and if the plan had been followed in the fall and when to close the dam, the situation would be different today.  He stated the plan was not followed.  He stated the plan provides for an emergency situation and a solution to allow the superintendent at the Park to close the dam with no caveat.   He stated the downstream impacts of closing the dam are negligible. He stated the Commission should issue a resolution to completely close the dam.  

Acting Chair Felter stated he would bring this up now to address some comments. He stated there was a meeting held today with several business owners and DEP to discuss the issues that have just been brought up.  He stated there was a tour of Musconetcong dam and some other areas. The DEP and Mr. Baier are going to try to speak with the DEP Commissioner tomorrow after they gather some more information.  He stated they hope to have a decision tomorrow on whether the dam will be closed all the way or reduced.  He stated Mr. Fernandez, Mr. Sorensen and Mr. Kurzman provided a great deal of information to the DEP today at the meeting held earlier.  
Mr. Kurzman provided some documents to the Commission including the parts about the downstream users discussed in the Water Level Management Plan.  He stated Waterloo Village use of the steam to turn the grist mill is gone.  He stated that Mr. Beebe has provided a document that says the U.S. Mineral Products Company does not draw water from the river.  He stated Mr. Beebe also provided a 2002 document which indicates that the Musconetcong Sewage Authority (MSA) does not remove any water from the river.  He colored coded the different phases of the drawdown and downloaded USGS outlflow gage and lake level data.  He stated there were deviations through the season.  He stated his spreadsheet calculations indicate that 1.9 feet were missed.  He also computed the water level probabilities based on precipitation data.  For example if there was no outflow from the dam, by July 1 the lake has a 56% chance of being at 8.5, but at the current outflow the same 56% chance will take to August 1.  He also referred to a 1988 quote by Mr. Mancini of DEP Water Resources Division, that “if the lake were closed off completely, there would be no adverse impact on public or industrial water supplies downstream because there is not a statewide emergency and other smalls streams feed the river at points below the river’s headwaters.”  Mr. Kurzman stated now is the time to restrict the outflow because now downstream can afford it better to help save what is left of the season.
Mr. McCarthy inquired if it was Mr. Kurzman’s recommendation to close the dam completely.  Mr. Kurzman stated his recommendation was to look at the experts as well and there is probably some level between zero and the current 5.3.  He stated in a drought 3.0 is permitted when downstream does not have other water sources in a drought.  He stated his recommendation would be somewhere between zero and 3.0 depending on how much those other sources are.  There was discussion on the impact of wildlife downstream and at Lake Hopatcong.

Ron Sorensen, owner of Lake Hopatcong, San Bar and Woodport Marine, stated the only thing that can be done is to close the dam since we cannot control the rain or the springs.  He stated it would be in the Commission’s interest to send the State a strong message, especially in light of what the State neglected to do with the dam because they let out more water than they should of and did not follow the plan.  And now that we are asking to close the dam, they are throwing the plan back in our face.  He asked that the Commission vote on a resolution to close the dam period because of the situation that they put the lake in.  He stated that the State did not follow the dam so it is obviously not a document that is etched in stone.  
Mr. Zoschak stated that although Mr. Sorensen has a good point, the Commission has to look at the science involved for downstream.  He stated there has to be a reason why there are downstream requirements.
Mr. Sorensen provided calculations he promised to Mr. Baier which include the flow calculations they had an engineering firm do a study on.  He stated if any backup data was needed to verify it, to let him know.   He stated the flows going out of Lake Musconetcong far exceed what the minimum flows are.  He stated the 5 MGD is such a small portion of what goes down the Musconetcong and it would be an insignificant blip on the meter down in Bloomsburg because there it has 150 MGD passing through.   Mr. Sorensen stated if the Commission does not support this, the Commission would not be helping to support the lake.  

Mike Brunson, resident of Hopatcong, asked for verification that the Commission does not have jurisdiction over the dam which was confirmed.  He stated he understands everyone’s outcry, but ever resident has to start calling and sending letters to the Governor like they did back in the 1980s to get the marine police reinstated.  He provided the Governor’s phone number of 609-292-6000 to demand they take immediate action.

Ray Fernandez, Bridge Marina, discussed emails between the Commission, businesses and residents about the data provided tonight so the Commissioners should be educated on the data including data about the 1.4 mile stretch on the river.  He stated the Commission does not have the authority to close the dam, but it does have the authority to pass a resolution to request to close the dam.  The Commission has enough information to demand the dam closure.  He stated it has been the position of the Chair and other Commissioners that we need to wait for rain, but obviously that is not the case.  Action should have been taken a month ago and it was not.  He stated if the Commission is talking about closing the dam in a month from now, at that point the summer will be lost.
Cliff Beebe, Beebe Marina, stated there was a lot of enlightening information provided tonight.  He discussed how we need to go back to 1920 when the spillway was put in and it was designed so no one would need to touch it. There is New Jersey state law that says the lake will be kept full at all times subject to the elements.  He asked who can violate the law.  He stated the Lake Hopatcong Regional Planning Board started the problem with the Lake Management Plan.  He stated there is no dock on this lake that cannot be built with the water in the lake. Its best to keep a lake full because this winter the rocks came out of the lake and this is how a lake ages.  He stated if you own the bottom of the lake, you control the top.   He questioned where environmental protections begins and ends.   He asked why he was not invited on the tour today.  He discussed the February 20 letter he received from Mr. Brubaker which advised him to contact Mr. Baier about Lake Hopatcong. 

Rich Liptin, long-time lake resident, asked without the rain and springs, if the dam was closed completely, how much would it raise the lake in one month’s time in inches.  Mr. Baier stated closing it completely would raise it three inches in a month.  

Mr. Fernandez read from the Management Plan stating the superintendent can close the gate.  He stated if the dam is not closed and without any precipitation, three inches or more is lost.  
There being no further public comments, the Acting Chair moved to Old Business.  
Old Business

The Economic Significance of Lake Hopatcong Draft Report prepared by NJ DEP 
The Acting Chair stated he would move directly to the next agenda topic.  He directed comments on the report  should be sent directly to Mr. Baier.  
Lake Hopatcong Water Level

Ms. Macalle-Holly read into the record the water level.  She stated at last month’s meeting she reported that the lake level was at 5.26 feet and this month the level is up to 6.21 feet.  She clarified that in the communications package was a copy of a resolution.  At the last month’s meeting the Commission did take action to send a resolution to the Department of Parks and Forestry which was sent to them on the Wednesday after the LHC meeting and the DEP took action to reduce the outflow to 5.3 on Friday.  
In response to Mr. Zoschak’s inquiry, Mr. Baier explained that first thing that has to be done is to look the MSA passing flows and back calculate up to the Lake Musconetcong spillway.  He stated the information Mr. Sorensen provided was good information so they have what is actually spilling out of Lake Musconetcong now.  That may resolve the issue below Lake Musconetcong.  The next issue to be raised to the DEP Commissioner is the section of the Musconetcong River between Lake Hopatcong and Lake Musconetcong and how much of a reduction can happen there.  He stated the DEP Commissioner will be given a range of options for his determination.  
Mr. McCarthy inquired what if the dam is closed and is monitored closely.  Mr. Felter said that was one of the options discussed today.  

Mr. Baier stated the plan speaks to lowering the outflow, under declared drought, down to 3 MGD, but even in the plan it suggests that you can only do that for short periods of time and there will be impacts to the ecology of the steam.  He stating dropping it to zero will kill everything in that stretch.  Mr. Baier stated he did not know how they arrived at the 3 MGD, but he has to assume that there was some basis for that and that is the discussion they will have with the DEP Commissioner.  

Acting Chair Felter stated it was discussed today about how much damage is being done to the lake environmentally and he knows DEP is very aware of that.  

Mr. McCarthy stated he wished there was a way to bring the Commission’s scientist back to gather data to determine the affects of changing the outflow of the dam.  Mr. McCarthy stated he would be willing to serve on a committee, but not Chair it, to review better ways to follow the plan and fine tune it.  For example, nothing in the plans talks about when there is a thaw in the ice during the winter.  The former Superintendent, Bart Wallin, used to shut the gates when the ice thawed and pulled away from the docks, but it is not in the plan and should be.  

Mr. Baier stated a working group was being put together by Jean Mroczko, Director of Division of Parks and Forestry, but she suddenly retired on April 1.  Mr. Baier stated he would be pulling together the working group and he will coordinate with Chair Ondish.  The Musconetcong Regional Planning Board and Musconetcong Watershed Association will be invited to participate as well.  Mr. Baier stated there is a 1922 court order against the Department ordering 7.5 MGD to be released from Lake Hopatcong and as far as he knows that order has not been vacated.  He stated the Water Level Management Plan dates back to 1932 although the five foot drawdown was a later addition to that plan. Mr. Baier said the 1932 plan was a simple three foot drawdown and has been changed over the years.  He said it is a good time to review the plan and make sure that what is in the plan reflects current day situation.  
Acting Chair Felter stated a resolution was already sent to the State and if another is sent it would not be ready until next month unless there is a special meeting.  He suggested taking a vote to have Chair Ondish send a letter the DEP Commissioner to take more emergency actions.  Mr. Zoschak suggested requesting somewhere between zero and 3.0 MGD.  Acting Chair Felter stated not only is it affecting the wildlife, but the economic factor as well.  He stated the draft letter would be emailed to Commissioners for their quick review and comment.    Mr. Zoschak made the motion and Mr. Servoss seconded.  
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Abstained
	Servoss
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	Felter
	Yes


Motion carried 7-0-1 (one abstention).  
Mr. McCarthy inquired if anyone would support the ideal of a committee within the Commission to review the plan and make sure the Chair and Mr. Baier are provided input.  Ms. Gantert supported Mr. McCarthy’s suggestion.  Acting Chair Felter stated it should be discussed at the next meeting.  
Sub-Committees
Acting Chair Felter inquired if there were any sub-committee reports.  Ms. Gantert inquired about the audit in the communications package.  She stated the Commission tried previously to get an audit done by the DEP because the Commission does not have funds for an audit.  She inquired if the Commission anticipates spending over $500K for federal grant and Ms. Macalle-Holly advised her that would not be spent for this fiscal year.  Ms. Gantert inquired how that would pertain to an audit.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that she has previously advised the Commission many times to have an audit.  Ms. Gantert stated she had requested an audit about a year ago.  She requested permission to get some estimates for audits.  Mr. Jarvis asked to have the asset list updated.  The Acting Chair advised Ms. Gantert to obtain some estimates.
Mr. Felter stated the business plan is in draft form from Mr. Wetzel.

New Business

Acting Chair Felter stated the only new business is a resolution that was provided tonight to authorize the Chairman for necessary action for equipment storage.  He stated this is only necessary if the Commission does not get to keep the equipment at the National Guard facility passed May 31.  He stated the Chair met with a Colonel from National Guard and he did not think it would be a problem, but the Commission might have to move the equipment.  This would designate the Chair or his designee to be able to find people to move the harvesters.  
Mr. McCarthy asked Mr. Baier if the Commission could expect assistance from the State to move the equipment.  Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed what would be needed to move the equipment and advised that it would take about two weeks.  For safety reason, you would not be able to move the equipment with any less than four individuals.  Ms. Macalle-Holly reminded Mr. McCarthy that at the meeting with the DEP when this was discussed previously, Assistant Commissioner Cradic made it pretty clear that with staff shortages she did not see that there would be availability to help the Commission move the equipment, but the Commission should check with her when necessary.  It was discussed if it was over $25K to hire a contractor to move the equipment it would have to go out to bid.  Acting Chair Felter stated DPWs may help.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the resolution is a safeguard because the Commission does not want to be caught in a situation where it cannot move the equipment and no one has the authority to hire employees without authorization from the board based on the by-laws.  She stated the Commission would look for assistance first, and if that was not possible, the Commission would hire people within reason.  Mr. Zoschak stated the resolution would also give the Chair the authority to hire a contactor.  Mr. Baier stated this could be paid for out of the CBT grant.  
The Acting Chair requested a motion.  Ms. Gantert made the motion to approve Resolution 09-08 to Authorize Chairman for Necessary Action for Equipment Relocation and Mr. McCarthy seconded.  [A copy of Resolution 09-08 is available on file.]

Mr. McCarthy stated his preference would be to hire the Commission’s former employees.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated if necessary. the Commission would hire them as temporary employees and could not hire them as full-time employees for ten days.  
The Chair requested a roll call vote.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Gantert
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Jarvis
	Yes
	Foley
	Yes

	McCarthy
	Yes
	Felter
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
Public Comment
Acting Chair Felter opened the meeting for the second public comment.

Mr. Gebeloff asked why the dam was not closed on December 15.  Mr. Baier stated there were requests made of the Division of Parks and Forestry by property owners from around the lake that were engaged in maintenance to delay the closing.  Mr. Gebeloff stated when the Commission made a request to keep the dam open it was denied, so why would a couple property owners complaining that the dam should not be closed have any more weight that the State’s own Commission’s request.  
Mr. McCarthy stated on December 5 he had several comments from people that the gates were going to stay opened because the contractor was not finished.  Mr. Zoschak inquired what contractor because it was not the Landing seawall contractor.  Mr. McCarthy stated he sent an email about rumors and asked if the dam was closed.  Mr. McCarthy stated that Mr. Baier had advised him that yes the dam would close on December 15.  On December 17 he watched the gage and it was dropping and he contacted Superintendent Maurella and was advised by her that Trenton told the park to keep the gate open another two weeks.  He stated the Chair reported that he would be going to Trenton to meet with Jean Mroczko about the plan and why it was not being following and the perceived lack of communication because the Commission prepared and sent a resolution back in December to close the gates.  Somehow the Resolution did not make it to where it needed to go.  Mr. McCarthy stated he attended the meeting in Trenton with Jean Mroczko along with Mr. Baier, Ms. Macalle-Holly, the Chair and Mr. Wetzel.   He stated that the Director of Parks and Forestry stated that she had more than several calls from people around the lake and contractors in the middle of projects and they needed a little more time to finish up their projects.  Mr. McCarthy added that Director Mroczko stated that she did not want the State to always be perceived as the bad guy and did not necessarily see any harm in delaying it two weeks, but this information was not passed on to Mr. Baier.  

Mr. Gebeloff stated what is being done now between 3.0 and 5.3 is not doing much because the damage is done already.  He stated that the landowners or contractors’ complaining is a very week argument.  

Mr. Zoschak stated he was in weekly contact with the contractor at the Landing seawall project and when Mr. Zoschak heard there might be a delay, he contacted the contractor and was assured that the foundations were already in so it did not matter if there was water there or not.

Mr. Gebeloff stated that in the February meeting Mr. Baier was addressing someone’s concern about dredging and how it was important to preserve fish habitat in shallow water.  He discussed how every year there is 20 to 30 fish by his dock since 1987 and it is dry there this year.  
Mr. Kurzman discussed the thought process to delay the drawdown and the plan goes through extra length to discuss why they made a change before and after 1990.  The plan made changes because it was so vital from December 15 to December 30 to have the dam closed.  He discussed how in the beginning of the fall when everyone begged to have the drawdown delayed, the lake very rapidly got down to 7.5 feet and it was unusable and then they slowed it down and the lake did not reach 4 feet until November 30.  He stated he looked at the data to defend what happened when the dam was left open one week in March, but when he looked at it, he determined that the one week only accounted for 1.5 inches.  Then he noticed that in December, 2 feet were lost and that is what is missing today.  He provided the documents to be included in the Commission package.  

He also stated that the Division of Motor Vehicle Commission website states that boats not based in New Jersey or operating for less than 180 days do not need to be registered.  

He stated the 3 MGD is a good upper number to go down from.

An unnamed resident stated that when you weigh the cost benefits of the 1.4 miles of stream and the environmental impact there and the shoreline, wetlands and bird sanctuaries of Lake Hopatcong, there is not any questions Lake Hopatcong would weigh heavier.  He suggested that the dam be closed down dramatically and the environmental folks monitor on a daily basis and let out only what is absolutely necessary to keep that wet.  He thinks it is critical the State provide an individual to monitor it daily.  He stated since the drawdown occurs very irregularly, no one was paying attention.  He stated it should never happen that the drawdown is delayed because some homeowners call up.  The plan should be followed very, very carefully and the lesson learned is it should be managed much more carefully.  
Mr. Beebe addressed his comments to Mr. Baier and the 1922 date he discussed.  He inquired about the court judgment.  Mr. Beebe asked for a copy of that order.  He stated that the judge granted 7.5 MGD daily and the plant has not been in use since 1987.  The dam should be sealed off.  He inquired why the equipment could not be shrink wrapped instead of moving it or why the Commission could not rent the equipment.  He stated the Commission has the right to go to a judge to turn off the fountain.  Mr. McCarthy stated he read the report provided by Mr. Beebe and inquired if he had a copy of the Nathaniel Nile’s brief.  Mr. Beebe stated the only reason for the 7 MGD was for he insulating plant and not to feed the Musconetcong River.  
Steve DeFeo, New York Chair of Greenwood Lake Commission, stated he made a verbal offer to purchase and/or lease some of the Commission’s equipment, possibly a small harvester and a transport barge.  Mr. Zoschak asked for something in writing.  Acting Chair Felter stated he did not think the Commission would sell harvesters, but if the Commission did, it would have to go to public bid.  Mr. Zoschak stated the Commission could go into a lease agreement. Acting Chair Felter stated the Commission is hoping to do some harvesting.  Mr. DeFeo stated he is involved with a marina on Greenwood Lake.  This past weekend he had two customers come to his marina looking to purchase boat, but they are going to wait until there is water in Lake Hopatcong which costs the State of New Jersey over $7K in sales tax.

Mr. McCarthy stated he was concerned about the discussion at the last meeting on how dock techniques and constructions methods have changed so there is no need to do the drawdown anymore.  He stated that is wrong because you have to provide the opportunity to repair the docks and structures.  The field staff cleaned the lake during the drawdown.  He stated he is pleased that the focus is not on trashing the water level management plan, but the concern is on why the plan was not followed.

Mr. McCarthy stated that from the report Mr. Beebe provided, everyone should be pleased that the Morris Canal and Banking Co. is no longer here.  On page 55 of the report, it states the draft upon the lake varies with the dryness of the season. One season it was as great as 11 feet, but is usually 6-8 feet in the driest part of the year. In one occasion in 1875 the lake became insufficient and navigation was suspended for a few weeks in consequence.

There being no further business, Mr. Zoschak made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Servoss seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 

Prepared by:  Donna Macalle-Holly
Chairman Report for Commission:  4/20/2009:

I could not be present at tonighs meeting due to my being out of state at a business related conference in Pennsylvania. I believe this is the second meeting I have missed since becoming the Chair 4 years ago. 

I wanted to give a brief written report and also thank Mayor Felter for chairing the meting in my absence.

On April 6, Commissioner Dan McCarthy arranged a meeting with a company called BioGold. This is a company that generates electricity in a process in which they use bio mass as the fuel.  BioGold is considering locating a plant somewhere in the area. They were interested in the possibility of using the weeds harvested from Lake Hopatcong, and other lakes, as a source of fuel.  We discussed the amount of weed we remove from Lake Hopatcong and they realized that our numbers are way below any level to provide a viable source for their process.  They will continue to pursue this and also look for other sources of fuel.  If this does come to fruition, they will consider our weeds at a later date.

I want to thank Commissioner McCarthy for continuing to seek ways to help this Commission.  No idea is too “out there” to consider. 

4/7/09- I was recently selected to sit on the US Green Building Council, NJ advisory board.  I attended my first meeting and believe this will be a great opportunity to learn about the latest programs and technology coming about.  I will be able to keep my eyes open for opportunities for Lake Hopatcong and the surrounding communities.

4/16/09- I attended the grand opening of the Musconetcong Watershed Associations new office and educational facility in Asbury, NJ.  This is a wonderful facility that will teach generations of people about watershed management.  As I stood on the deck I watched the water pass by in the river and watched the fisherman enjoying the beautiful surroundings.  While I was there I met some people from the National Park Service.  We discussed funding and I am going to be making some contacts to see if this may be a resource to Lake Hopatcong from a federal perspective.

During this past month I have addressed over 30 emails from concerned residents about the water level of the lake.  I have also fielded many phone calls and spoken to many whom I see in my travels.  As I have said to them, I am confident the lake will be ok for this summer season.  It may not be perfect but it will provide a destination for fun and enjoyment.  There is rain in the forecast and the lake level has been rising.  It will continue to rise and I ask everyone to be patient and keep a positive outlook.  I am sure Commissioner Baier will discuss what the DEP has done and will continue to do to help with this low water level situation. I have been kept apprised of any actions being taken and I appreciate this communication.

Thanks and I look forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting.  Please feel free to reach out to me in the meantime if I can be of assistance or need information that I can provide.
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