Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission

March 16, 2009

A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on March 16, 2009 at the Mount Arlington Municipal Building, 419 Howard Blvd., Mount Arlington, New Jersey. At 7:00 p.m., Chair Ondish called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Chair Ondish and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Chair Ondish requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.

Roll Call:

Present:
Larry Baier, Russell Felter, Daniel McCarthy, Richard O’Connor, Benjamin Spinelli, Richard Zoschak, Edward McCarthy (Morris County Alternate), John Risko (Sussex County) and Arthur Ondish

Absent:
Elizabeth Gantert, David Jarvis, Joel Servoss
Alternates Present:
Tom Foley (Mount Arlington), Robert Mitchko (Jefferson), 

With nine members present at Roll Call, Chair Ondish declared a quorum.  

Communications

The Chair asked for any questions about the communications.    The Chair stated several towns and both counties passed resolutions in support of S2262 and A3401 to dedicate $700,000 annually from pleasure boat fees to the Lake Hopatcong Commission.  He stated the Commission truly appreciates the support.  Mr. McCarthy stated the letter the Chair prepared dated March 3rd [to DEP Commissioner Mauriello] was impressive and included lots of important information and referred DEP’s response to the Chair’s letter.  The Chair stated he planned to address the letter in his Chairman’s Report, but would address it now.  He stated that he was invited along with other Mayors to Drumthwacket to talk about how the stimulus money would be spent in New Jersey.  He stated he spoke with the Governor about stimulus money for the Commission and it sounded positive.  He spoke with Commissioner Mauriello about the conversation with the Governor and the Commissioner asked Chair Ondish to send a letter.  The Chair stated Mr. Baier provided more information on the State’s response today.  The Chair stated that money is not available and cannot come through the channels that the Governor thought it could.   Chair Ondish stated he spoke with Nancy Wittenberg that responded to his letter.  

Mr. McCarthy discussed a Star-Ledger article on projects that are being funded and some are for operation and maintenance of waterways such as New York Harbor, Intercostal Waterway, etc. which comes to $39,162,000 and other projects totaling $3,975,000.  He stated the article reported that Hopatcong Borough is supposed to receive $500,000 for 

water and wastewater infrastructure.  He discussed the need for shovel-ready projects and how the catch basin and survey projects the field staff did should be considered shovel ready.  Mr. Baier questioned whether the projects in the article were a list of earmarks in the AARA stimulus package or earmarks out of the federal budget.
Mr. Baier stated the AARA is the Clean Water State Revolving Fund which funds construction projects for wastewater and stormwater.  If the Commission needed to purchase equipment, that would be eligible, but typically maintenance is not.  He stated under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) through the AARA, it is 50% principal grant and the other 50% is loan that has to be repaid to the federal government.  The Chair stated he assumed that stimulus funding was through grants that could be used for lake maintenance which is the impression he received from the Governor, but it did not work out the way he had hoped.

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that later in the grants report, Dr. Lubnow would be addressing the two letters in the package from Princeton Hydro.

Treasurer's Report/Payment of Bills
In Ms. Gantert’s absence, the Chair directed Ms. Macalle-Holly to provide the report.  She stated the Valley National Bank checking account balance as of February 28, 2009 was $50,265.35.  She stated she was pleased to report that in this month’s communication package there was a letter from Mr. Baier to continue processing the Commission reimbursement request.  The Commission received a reimbursement check through the MOA for $227,709 which is to be used for the Commission’s operating and administrative expenses. 

Mr. Dan McCarthy made a motion to move the Bill List and Mr. O’Connor seconded.    Ms. Macalle-Holly reported the Bill List is for $11,088.30 of which there are two payments from the grants to Princeton Hydro for 319 grant for $2,074 and EPA TWG for $5,835.  The Chair requested a roll call to approve the Bill List.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D. 
	Yes
	Risko
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Spinelli
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.  
Approval of February 17, 2009  Meeting Minutes
Mr. O’Connor made a motion to approve the February 17, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes and Mr. Felter seconded.  There being no major changes on the minutes, the Chair requested a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Abstained

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D. 
	Yes
	Risko
	Abstained

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Spinelli
	Yes
	
	


Motion carried 7-0-2 (two abstentions).

Public Comment
The Chair stated the next agenda item is public comment. He stated he was unsure where the email came from that indicated there would be a huge discussion about fees and what would be happening.   He stated he sent an email to the Commissioners to have them start thinking about fees.   He stated a Business Plan meeting held prior to this meeting was held, but the numbers were not finalized to reach a final conclusion on the plan and how much money was needed.  He stated there was no point in discussing fees at this point.  He stated the Commission will not be discussing maintenance charges tonight as he is now calling them.  He stated if members of the public came out for that, he apologizes, but was appreciative that so many were in attendance.  The Chair opened the meeting to the public to discuss items on the agenda.

Tyler Cicero, Lake Hopatcong Times, presented a donation collected through their Motor Sports Club.  The Chair stated the check was for $137.  The Chair thanked Mr. Cicero for the donation. He stated Tyler and his brother George started the Lake Hopatcong Times to get information out and are doing a great job. They raise money through the Motor Sports Club and give the Commission a portion of it.  The Chair stated George and Tyler won a State award from the DEP Commissioner for their work.  
Mike Brunson, Hopatcong resident, questioned Ms. Macalle-Holly as to why the meeting agenda was not posted online.  She stated it was an oversight and it is usually posted on Friday.  Mr. Brunson stated it is something the public should have so they know what is happening at the meetings to determine if they want to come.

Steve Gebeloff, resident of River Styx, discussed Hopatcong Borough recycling newsletter which addresses fertilizer and stormwater runoff.  He stated there is no mention of lake-friendly, phosphorus-free fertilizer and it would be a good way for people to know about it.  The Chair suggested he speak with Mayor Petillo about it directly.  He also discussed the Business Plan and how much was spent on weed harvesting.  Chair Ondish stated those numbers are being crunched and they are talking about possibly scheduling a meeting in early April.  

Elaine of Bright’s Cove inquired about resources that lake residents can use to handle the weed removal and a place to dump the weeds.  Mr. Baier suggested contacting the local municipalities to see about composting facility that residents can use.  He stated he could provide information about a permit from the DEP for applying herbicides.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that in the past homeowners in Bright’s Cove have been issued a permit for certain area to treat with herbicide.  Both Mount Arlington and Jefferson residents can put weeds out for recycling.  


 Dennis Moran, resident of Yellow Barn Avenue, inquired about the increased motor vehicle fees on boaters and if the Commission can get any of that.  There was discussion on how the Commission had previously tried to request an increased in boating registration fees to fund the Commission as well as other funding options that were previously proposed.  Mr. Moran stated everyone should realize that they will be paying an increase in boating registration fees and other fees besides.
Barbara Kinbach, Roxbury resident and Chief of Staff for Senator Bucco, stated the Senator has a bill in now to take a portion of the boating registration fee to use for the Lake Hopatcong Commission.  The Bill is not going anywhere because Motor Vehicle is now claiming they are poor.  She stated all the fees will not be in the final budget, because it is up to the Legislature to decide what will be in the budget.  

Ray Fernandez, resident of Lake Hopatcong, discussed the water level reading from an email he previously sent.  He discussed the dates for opening day of trout season and boating season and how 5,000 boaters rely on the lake for their recreation.  Mr. Fernandez stated there were 30 lakeside businesses that employ approximately 300 people around the lake and there were 700 employees and business owners that rely on Lake Hopatcong for their livelihood.  He stated through March 1, precipitation is about 5” lower and the water level is about 45” below 9 feet.  If only waiting for Mother Nature, the lake will still be 2-1/2” below normal on May 1 if there is average rainfall which this year there is not.  He provided other facts and figures on the water level issue and indicated something has to be done.  He stated the Commission and DEP’s response that there is a Water Level Management Plan in place which will be followed is not adequate.  He reminded the Commission in an emergency the Superintendent can change the outflow from Lake Hopatcong down to 3 MGD.  Although it is not a drought emergency, it is an economic emergency for the Lake Hopatcong area.  He asked to reduce or stop the outflow from the lake to help in the long run.
The Chair stated he sent Mr. Fernandez’s email along to the appropriate individuals in the DEP.  Mr. Fernandez suggested that the Commission draft a resolution to send to the DEP because the Chair simply sending his information to the right person is not enough for him.  

Mr. Felter stated a letter was sent from him as Mayor.  He stated the Commission has reached out to the appropriate individuals and he apologized if Mr. Fernandez did not feel the Commission is not doing enough.  Mr. Zoschak suggested that the Commission contact the local legislators to ask them to put pressure on the DEP.

Barbara Loring, resident of Hopatcong, stated the lake is down now and in July if there is a drought there won’t be any water to send to Trenton for drinking water.  She stated they want us to preserve our water so they can take our water at will when they need it in July through September.  

John Kurzman, resident of Lake Hopatcong, stated the lake level is about 5.5 feet and it needs to be at 9 feet.     He stated the lake is missing three billion gallons of water to be at the top of the dam.  He stated it is a desperate time.  If there is a 7.5 MGD cap, it will be 10% of the battle and we still need to pray to Mother Nature.  He discussed the Lake Hopatcong articles in New Jersey Monthly quoting the section about enacting user fees.  Mr. Kurzman stated that the way the regulations are written is that you can change the fees for boat and vehicle registration once per year, but once you change them, they cannot be changed for another five years.  If the Commission misses getting into the boating fee registration increases, the Commission will not get into them for another five years.  He also discussed getting money from the federal stimulus package through U.S. Senators and discussed a newspaper article on projects funded stimulus funding.  
Ron Sorenson, Lake Hopatcong/Woodport/San Bar Marinas, pleaded with the Commissioners to put a resolution together.  He stated businesses will be down two months more in the spring this year.  He wants to tell his customers that the Commissioners and those that can influence are doing all they can.  He stated customers are staying at Lake Hopatcong because of the economy and cannot use the lake.  

Mr. Zoschak made a motion to create a resolution to the DEP, Senators and to get the township to back it.  The Chair stated he and Mr. Felter would do a four Mayor resolution.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated a resolution would memorialize what the Commission has already done.  Mr. Dan McCarthy discussed the meeting with Jean Mroczko, head of Parks and Forestry and how the Commission’s concern about the lake level was discussed.  Mr. Dan McCarthy seconded the motion.    The Chair directed Ms. Macalle-Holly to prepare a resolution for his signature.  Mr. Spinelli stated the resolution should include that following this major drawdown which occurs every five years, it was the tenth driest January and the driest February on record this year and the precipitation that is relied on is not occurring.  Mr. O’Connor suggested that the DEP should provide a response so the public can be notified.  

Mr. Sorenson stated the water level document is probably a hundred plus years old.  The Chair stated a committee has already been appointed to review the lake level management plan and he will be on the committee.  Mr. Sorenson stated that with construction techniques today there is nothing that cannot be done on a two foot drawdown.  A five foot drawdown is old technology or the drawdown should only last a month.  The Chair asked all those in favor to respond aye.  All Commissioners were in favor except Mr. Baier who abstained.   
Mr. Beebe, stated there is a recession and all the Commissioners can do is talk about more taxation.  He stated the people own the lake and he gave the Commissioner the report which shows that the people’s property rights are being violated.  He stated the Commissioners should work for the people.  The Chair stated that Mr. Beebe should start a legal fund to fight this battle.  Mr. Beebe stated the law says the lake will be kept at the high water mark at all times and questioned how the lake can violate the law.  He also inquired how a secretary became an administrator and as an administrator she could be liable for personal prosecution.  The Chair stated she is the administrator because she administers the grants and still handles secretarial duties for the Commission.
Ms. Loring asked if the Commission can formulate a petition since the Commission has the facts and send to the Governor and U.S. Senators.  The Chair suggested that Ms. Loring speak with Senator Bucco’s Chief of Staff to start a petition since Senator Bucco started the Commission.  Mr. Zoschak stated that there are potential volunteers here at the meetings.
Al Getty, resident of Landing, inquired if the water that was pumped out to the Jersey City Reservoir years ago could be pumped back.  There was discussion on the difficulties of pumping the water back from the Rockaway. 
Mr. Dan McCarthy stated he would have to leave the meeting since he was not feeling well.

Chairman’s Report

The Chair stated he attended the Morris County League of Municipalities meeting and asked for towns to help by passing a resolution to support S2262 and Assembly Bill which several towns did.  On February 20, he stated the Mayors from around the lake met to discuss the financial impact of the lake on each municipality.  

On February 22, he spoke with Senator Smith about S2262 because the Bill is in his Senate Environmental Committee.  The Senator indicated he does not see the Bill going any place because the money in the fund is allocated elsewhere.  The Chair reported that the Senator advised him that if the Commission gets legislation together for maintenance charges, he would be happy to help the Commission expedite the Bill.  
The Chair reported on February 24, he, Mr. Dan McCarthy and Mayor Petillo attended a meeting with the Director of Parks and Forestry in Trenton to discuss the Commission’s role in making decision.  On February 25, the Mayors met again for further discussion on the impact of the lake to the local communities.  He reported again on his February 28 meeting at Drumthwacket to speak with Governor and DEP Commissioners about money.  He also participated in endless phone calls and emails about the lake level, Commission funding and other issues on the Commission
Grant Project Update – Dr. Lubnow

Dr. Lubnow stated he would cover the state-funded 319 grant first and there have been some changes in the grant project since the memo [included in the communication package] was submitted.  He stated the Crescent Cove aqua-filter project was nearly completed the end of last year and the only piece of the project remaining is repainting the parking lot lines. He stated with remaining 319 funds, there are three projects which include another basin [Bell Avenue] and a bio-retention swale installed in Hopatcong and another basin installed at Castle Rock Road in Jefferson.  There are two scenarios being considered for the Bell Avenue basin.  The prices from the bidders were higher than the budget for the project primarily because of utility issues.  He also reminded the Commissioners that the Bell Avenue site was not the original site when the 319 funded was secured in 2005-06.  Princeton Hydro (PH) engineers indicated that it is possible to move the Bell Avenue structure closer to the lake, but to confirm that it can be done and moved away from the utilities, they need to rent a camera to go into the stormwater infrastructure.  He stated PH already contacted Hopatcong Borough Engineer John Ruschke and he seems open to the ideal.  Dr. Lubnow stated the camera rental cost would be covered under the grant which is about $1,200, but it could potentially save up to $50,000 if the structure can be moved based on PH engineers’ estimate of avoiding the utilities issues.  He stated Scenario One is going as is in the original site with the higher bid.  Scenario Two is renting the camera to potentially move the structure to have a possible reduction in cost of $50,000

Chair Ondish stated Mount Arlington has a camera and suggested checking on using the Borough’s camera.  Mr. Zoschak stated Roxbury has one as well and should contact Mr. Kobylarz.  Dr. Lubnow stated it would be necessary for PH engineers to ensure it is the right camera before using it.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she would contact the two towns.  
Dr. Lubnow report, for Castle Rock Road project, there is a bid estimate of $153,910 for the installation of the structure and the structure cost including shipping is $56,700 and a 9% contingency based on the contingency cost from the last implementation project.  
Dr. Lubnow stated PH is recommending moving forward with the Castle Rock project to award the bid.  The project cannot begin until June due to the permit and it takes 45-60 days to construct the structure.  They are looking to complete the 319 projects this spring/summer.  He stated that Princeton Hydro is recommending Scenario Two for Bell Avenue site to rent the camera.  The Chair inquired if Mr. Baier had any objections and Mr. Baier responded none whatsoever because he is all about saving money.

Ms. Macalle-Holly clarified what action would be necessary.  A motion is needed to award a contract for Castle Rock 319(h) grant to Harrington Construction for $153,910 plus 9% contingency and to move forward with Bell Avenue Scenario 2 as described in the March 6th Princeton Hydro memorandum from Dr. Lubnow.  

Mr. Zoschak made the motion and Mr. Risko seconded.  There being no questions, the Chair requested a roll call.  

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Risko
	Yes

	Spinelli
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
Dr. Lubnow discussed the EPA TWG grant and stated there have been some substantial changes to his February 24 memo, some which occurred this afternoon.  Dr. Lubnow reported on the meeting he and Ms. Macalle-Holly had with Jeff Elam today in Jefferson.  Initially PH recommended removing the East Shore Drive project due to issues PH engineers had with potential backflow with the low grade relative to the location of the basin by the lake.  However, Mr. Elam had ideals on how to elevate the level.  PH engineers warned Mr. Elam that the culvert at the site is badly in need of repair.  Mr. Elam indicated the Township will replace the culvert and raise it up as part of their in-kind match.  Dr. Lubnow stated that project which is a three-chamber baffle stormwater structure is back on.  
The Yacht Club Drive project is moving forward.  PH provided the plans to Mr. Elam for his review and comment before finalizing.  For the Edison Road basin retrofit project, PH will be providing the plans and plant list.  He stated for the EPA TWG, Jefferson is doing all the installation as the in-kind match which was absolutely necessary to get this grant.  

For Roxbury there were two projects identified one which was a baffle box on Singac Avenue and the other is King Road Wetland Basin.  Design work was completed and bids were received from contractors.  The bid for the wetlands basin was substantially larger than originally anticipated.  When PH puts the grant budgets together, no survey or design work is done until the grant is received.  Once the basin design was done, PH realized there would be more rock removal necessary for the basin to function like a wetland basin.  Two bids were received and were within $3,000 of each other.  Both projects came in higher.  PH is recommending of the two projects, that the Commission move forward with the King Road project in Roxbury because of the two projects, this project would have the highest pollutant removal for solids and phosphorus.  The other project [Singac Road] would be high on the restoration list for future funding and it is a shovel-ready project.  

The other EPA TWG projects include a retrofit project in Hopatcong and Mount Arlington working with Suburban Consulting to install a stormwater project as part of their larger drainage project.  He also discussed the lawn sampling project.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the brochure about the non-phosphorus fertilizer and the lawn sampling project prepared by Princeton Hydro was included in the package and stated any comment should be provided to her.
Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that based on Dr. Lubnow’s recommendation and after speaking with Cyndi Kopitsky, EPA project manager, she advised a letter would need to be sent to the EPA to advise them on how the project is changing.  Two actions the Commission would need to take for the EPA TWG based on Dr. Lubnow’s report would be (1) to authorize Ms. Macalle-Holly, pending approval from Jefferson Township Engineer, to order the Suntree Baffle Boxes for East Shore Drive and Yacht Club Drive projects and (2) award the bid to Ferraro Construction for $113,086 plus 10% contingency for King Road Detention Basin project.  

The Chair asked for a motion to authorize the actions described by Ms. Macalle-Holly.  Mr. O’Connor made the motion and Mr. Zoschak seconded.  There being no further discussion, the Chair requested a roll call.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Risko
	Yes

	Spinelli
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
Dr. Lubnow stated Princeton Hydro updated the Quality Assurance Protection Plan (QAPP) and submitted it to the State.  He stated the New Jersey Coalition of Lake Associations (NJ COLA) has a series of meetings and they focus on issues of concern.  Dr. Lubnow stated he would speak with Fran Smith at Lake Mohawk to see if they could have a session on local aquatic plant management and what a homeowner can do to deal with it.  
Mr. Zoschak discussed the dam removal from the Musconetcong River down river and inquired about any significant effect from the outfall from Lake Hopatcong.  Mr. Baier stated that once the water was not clearing the spillway, it was just holding the water and was not contributing to base flow anyway.

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated last month she was directed by the Commission to check with Counsel about the bids.  She reported that Counsel stated if the Commission wanted to go out to bid again, the project scope should be modified which in turn led to discussion with PH to make other arrangements to go forward with these projects.

Old Business

Professional Services for Princeton Hydro

Chair Ondish stated Resolution 09-06 was for approving professional services for Princeton Hydro for 2009.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the resolution was for the monitoring which includes two of the three 319 grant sites and includes updating the QAPP.  The QAPP was sent to Pat Rector, as the Commission’s DEP liaison.  In order for the monitoring to be done, the QAPP must be approved by the DEP to begin monitoring in May.  Mr. Zoschak made the motion and Mr. O’Connor seconded.  There being no further questions, the Chair requested a roll call. [A copy of Resolution 09-06 is available on file.]
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Zoschak
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Risko
	Yes

	Spinelli
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
The Economic Significance of Lake Hopatcong Draft Report prepared by NJ DEP Division of Science, Research & Technology, Bureau of Natural Resources Sciences, November 2008
The Chair inquired if all Commissioners had time to review the report.  Mr. Zoschak stated he had just returned last Wednesday and was unable to review it.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the report was posted on the Commission’s website immediately after it was received from Mr. Baier’s office.  It was agreed to set aside discussion to the next meeting.  Mr. O’Connor made the motion and Mr. Zoschak seconded.  The motion was unanimous.

Lake Hopatcong Water Level
The Chair stated this issue had already been discussed.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she wanted to include in the record what the water level was today based on the USGS website which is funded through the Lake Hopatcong Commission through funding from the DEP MOA.  The water level is at 5.26 and since the gates were closed on March 7, there has been a little over a quarter inch of rain since that time.  The lake has gone from 5.05 to 5.26 about two-tenths of a foot since March 7.

Lake Maintenance Charge

As the Chair previously stated, there would not be discussion on this topic because the final numbers are not available for presentation to the Commissioners to review.  He said the Commission may end up having a special meeting in April or at some time to just discuss the business plan.

Mr. Zoschak stated he had one other item for Old Business.  He reported the Landing seawall work began again today and they expect to be finished completely in two weeks to put the cap on, doing the grading, pour cement and plant seed.  

Sub-Committees
Mr. Felter stated that business plan needs some final numbers, but Mr. Wetzel was unable to attend the meeting tonight.  Mr. Zoschak stated he was out of town.  Mr. Felter stated there were several scenarios on how to move the Commission forward including staffing.  Mr. Felter stated the Commission should make some kind of commitment to do weed harvesting this year whether fees or collected or not. He stated some of the towns will have to step up.  He stated Jefferson could commit two people, one staff person and hire a part-time person for July and August.  He stated the Freeholders have been contacted to have the MUA waive the weed disposal cost.  Mr. Zoschak stated he would have to speak with his Counsel about his township’s assistance, but he would need to see a plan as to what is needed.  Mr. Felter stated that the towns may have to reallocate some of their resources toward the lake with the understanding that it is on an emergency basis.  Mr. Felter stated Ms. Macalle-Holly provided the Commission’s insurance requirements to him.  Jefferson Township may be able to get insurance for the harvesting equipment cheaper the the Commission since the Township has such a big policy.  Chair Ondish stated it is not fair for Jefferson to pick up all the slack and he was not sure how much the other towns could help.  The Chair thanked Mayor Petillo and Mayor DeFillipio for their support and taking time out of their schedules to meet on the issues.  
There being no further committee reports, the Chair stated there was no new business and open the second public comment period while reminding the public of the two minute limitation.
Public Comment
Ray Fernandez inquired about who would be the committee chairperson or who could he provide comment to on the Water Level Management Plan.  Mr. Baier stated comments could be sent to him electronically.  Mr. Baier stated what he is hearing tonight is the 5’drawdown may no longer be necessary due to changes in construction techniques.  If marine construction representatives can verify that, it would be important information for the Department to have.  Mr. Fernandez also inquired about any public portion of the lake management meetings.  Mr. Baier responded he did not know.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated at the meeting, Commissioner Dan McCarthy did ask Jean Mroczko if there would be a public portion for review of the document.  Her response was that because how the State has to respond to comments, she would take that into consideration, but had not made a decision on pubic participation.  Mr. Fernandez suggested the resolution has to happen immediately and should include the economic impact.  
Mr. Baier stated the final decision of the lake level lies with the Division of Parks and Forestry.  Mr. Baier stated that to the extent he can influence decision, he will do so, but it needs to be recognized that while Lake Hopatcong is a watershed, the entire Musconetcong is also a watershed and he has to concern himself with downstream impacts with the management of the lake level.  Mr. Baier said he could consult with Parks and Forestry to see if they can drop it to 5.3 MGD which according to the plan is the ecological flow that is necessary downstream.  Once the flow is reduced below that, you start to experience impact to the biota downstream.  He stated that there are times when you are in a drought, when it drops to 3.0 MGD.  Mr. Baier stated as the plan is revisited they will look at those numbers and the bases of those numbers.  
Mr. Kurzman referred to an older article from the New York Times where the DEP is quoted as saying the best time to lower the outflow of Lake Hopatcong is before a drought when there is plenty of water because the stream and biota did not depend on Lake Hopatcong.  The times they depend on Lake Hopatcong is during a drought.  He inquired if a study was done to determine the impact of the outflow of the lake by the removal of the downstream dams.  Mr. Baier stated the dams are not being managed to augment base flow in the river. They are static structures and when the water is high enough spills over the top unmanaged.  From a water supply perspective they were not providing any function, but from a flood control perspective they were.  Mr. Kurzman stated that lowering the outflow to 5.3 equates to less than an inch over a 30 day period.  Instead to try to get to the full 7 MGD, it equals 100M which equals .15 feet over 30 days.  He also discussed his previous recommendation to raise the height of the dam three inches to increase storage capacity.  He offered to contribute or participate in the committee because he has a lot of data and did modeling.  He stated you do not want to ask people to pay money and they will remember 2009 when there was an unusable lake.
Mr. Beebe addressed his comments to Mr. Baier.  He discussed the need to go to the Hall of Records to obtain the information on the Lake Hopatcong fountain and the insulation  plant down stream.  He stated it should be turned off and never should have been there in the first place because it has nothing to do with down stream and keeping the water running.  
There being no further business, Mr. Zoschak made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Risko seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 

Prepared by:  Donna Macalle-Holly
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