Minutes of the Lake Hopatcong Commission
February 17, 2009


A meeting of the Lake Hopatcong Commission was held on February 17, 2009 at the Mount Arlington Municipal Building, New Jersey. At 7:05 p.m., Chair Ondish called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with "Open Public Meetings Act."

Salute to the Flag:
Chair Ondish and all those in attendance joined in a salute to the flag.

Moment of Silence:
Chair Ondish requested a moment of silence to remember our troops and their families.

Roll Call:

Present:
Larry Baier, Russell Felter, Daniel McCarthy, Richard O’Connor, Joel Servoss, Benjamin Spinelli (7:10 p.m.), Edward McCarthy (Morris County Alternate), John Wetzel (Roxbury) and Arthur Ondish

Absent:
Elizabeth Gantert, David Jarvis, Richard Zoschak

Alternates Present:
Tom Foley (Mount Arlington), Robert Mitchko (Jefferson), 

With eight members present at Roll Call, Chair Ondish declared a quorum.  

Communications

The Chair asked for any questions about the communications.    The Chair addressed the letter from U-Con Contracting and how he appreciated the nice things said in the letter about Ms. Macalle-Holly.  He stated U-Con indicated how it was a great experience for to them to work with her.  Unfortunately due to the State making payments in such a delayed fashion, U-Con cannot afford to work for the Commission because the Commission cannot pay contactors until it receives money from the State.  

The Chair welcomed Edward McCarthy, a new Alternate Commissioner for Morris County.  Mr. McCarthy stated he was glad to have the opportunity to serve.  The Chair stated the other reappointment was for Mr. Dave Jarvis for two years.  

The Chair inquired about the Hopatcong ordinance with the building height.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated that the ordinance did go through, but the Borough does have the Commission’s concerns about the height and they will try to control it as much as possible.

The Chair addressed the correspondence about the Lake Hopatcong Water Level Management Plan stating that a committee was being assembled which he will serve on.  He will bring back any information on the issue once the meetings start.    

Treasurer's Report/Payment of Bills
In Ms. Gantert’s absence, the Chair directed Ms. Macalle-Holly to provide the report.  She stated the Valley National Bank checking account balance as of January 30, 2009 was $79,056.47.  She stated the Bill List was $5,507.70 of which $2,431.25 is for funds from the EPA TWG for Princeton Hydro.  Mr. O’Connor made a motion to move the Bill List and Mr. Dan McCarthy seconded.    Ms. Macalle-Holly stated bills were not yet received for MCI or Verizon, but the payments will need to be made in a timely manner prior to the next meeting.  The Chair requested a roll call to approve the Bill List.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Servoss
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D. 
	Yes
	Wetzel
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes


Motion was unanimous.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly addressed the payment delay issues for U-Con Contracting to install the BMP device at the Crescent Cove Beach Club in Hopatcong as part of the 319(h) grant.  She stated that the contractor contacted Counsel Chudzik’s office directly regarding the payment delay.  Ms. Macalle-Holly reported that Counsel Chudzik suggested that the Commission change its process to issue payments more quickly.  Since the Commission already has a contract in place with the contractor for a set amount that the Commission should not hold the bill until after approval of the Bill List.  Counsel suggested that as soon as the Commission receives the contractor’s bills at the end of the quarterly grant period, that the bill be submitted along with the required report to DEP.  This will enable the Commission to avoid a delay in submitting the bill for reimbursement.  She stated it would be included in the Bill List for tracking purposes only, but the bills would be processed upon receipt at the end of the grant quarter.  There was general agreement by the Commissioner for this process change.
Approval of January 20, 2009 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Felter made a motion to approve the January 20, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes and Mr. Dan McCarthy seconded.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that the minutes indicate the Chair’s report would be attached.  She stated the report that the Chair read at last month’s meeting was distributed and would be included in the minutes.  There being no changes on the minutes, the Chair requested a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Abstained
	Spinelli
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Wetzel
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Abstained
	
	


Motion carried 6-0-2 (two abstentions).

Public Comment
The Chair opened the meeting to the public.

Cliff Beebe of Beebe Marine inquired if the Commissioners had time to read the report he provided at the last meeting.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she had to distribute the report yet.  He discussed the ownership of the bottom of the lake.  He stated the user fee should be shelved because it is illegal.  He stated that since the Commission did not get its money as required by the law, the Commission should have requested a State hearing.  He stated it was good to see that the Bills introduced for approval for funds were making progress.  He discussed how the Commissioners should represent the owners of the lake.  
Steve Gebeloff, River Styx resident, questioned how much it costs to run the weed harvesting.  He stated the Commission may get more support for user fees if the Commission brought its budget down to just cover the weed harvesting.  The Chair discussed how the Business Plan Committee is looking at alternate ways to run the Commission.  Mr. Gebeloff stated what he wants out of the Commission is weed harvesting and it appears that is the last thing that the money goes to.  Chair Ondish stated right now the Commission does not have any money for weed harvesting or maintenance of the equipment.  Chair Ondish explained the State’s position that the users of the lake should pay for weed harvesting.  Mr. Gebeloff asked why the Commission needs $1M for weed harvesting which would need to be collected through user fees.  Mr. Felter stated in the business plan, the Commission is looking at $650K-$700K which would be the total budget of which weed harvesting appears to be $450K-$475K.  He stated the plan is looking at different scenarios that may affect all these number, e.g., one full-time employee and the rest part-time employees.  Mr. Gebeloff stated if the Commission is going to be carried on the backs of the boaters, the users fees should be limited to harvesting weeds.  Mr. Felter stated the State is picking up a lot of the other costs through grants.  
Chair Ondish stated that the new term to be used instead of user fees is a lake maintenance charge which is a more accurate description.
Ray Fernandez, Lake Hopatcong resident, inquired about follow-up on the situation that occurred in December when the gate did not close as per the Lake Management Plan.  He inquired if there would be a watchdog group within the Commission to keep an eye on the Division of Parks with regards to closing the gate as soon as requirements are met and compared the level to previous draw downs.  He stated it will start to get scary in the next 30 days and inquired if the Commission would have a proactive plan to ensure the dam is closed.  He also inquired if there were any measures to close the dam further.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated he watches the lake level website regularly.  He explained that actions that he took in December when he noticed that the week level was dropping and how the two week delay to postpone closing the dam was cut back to one week once the Commission got involved.  Chair Ondish stated he and Mr. McCarthy have a meeting set for next week with Director and others from the Division of Park and Forestry that make decision that affect Lake Hopatcong. The Chair stated Mr. Fernandez should keep in touch.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that it is in the park’s best interest to assure that the lake returns to its normal water level.  Mr. Fernandez stated, as a resident and business owner, he was concerned about the lake level and wanted assurance that the Commission would put pressure on.  
John Kurzman, resident of Lake Hopatcong, also discussed the Lake Management Plan and how it was necessary to stick to the schedule when they were trying to delay the drawdown.  Mr. Kurzman stated that the amount of water that goes through the dam and before a drought, the amount of water should be restricted that leaves the dam and not wait for an Executive Order or wait until a drought is declared.  He stated this issue has turned into a legal issue that needs to be addressed.  He also discussed the Musconetcong River Watershed Association getting rid of downstream dams. He stated that his concern is as they eliminate downstream buffers, everyone will be putting more demands on Lake Hopatcong to let water out.  The Chair stated Mr. Baier would look into that.  He also discussed user fees and inquired about what other users would be charged. The Chair stated he would discuss later.  Mr. Baier stated he would see if anyone has done an analysis on storage capacity.  He stated that he would guess that they are probably private impoundments and if they are unsafe, then the State has a difficult choice.  The DEP may be telling them to either fix it or breach it.  

Chairman’s Report

The Chair stated he was away since the last meeting, but has been working with people from DEP, DCA and every where he goes to bring the Commission’s plight to people’s attention.  He stated last week he was in Washington, D.C. and had the opportunity to meet with EPA Commissioner Jackson and the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture.  He urged everyone to contact their legislatures to support Bill 2262.  He stated he learned today that 2262 is being held up by Senator Smith, Chair of the Senate Environmental Committee. The Chair stated when the Commission went to the Senate hearing last year, Senator Smith told everyone there was no money.  The Chair stated he has a call into Senator Smith.  

The Chair stated he was in Trenton today with Mr. Dan McCarthy, Mr. Baier, Mr. Wetzel and Mayor Petillo.  He stated there were two meetings and the first one was to discuss leasing of the Franklin Building for the Commission equipment.  The Chair stated the second meeting was on user fees and all the different user fee options were discussed including the list provided by Mr. Kurzman.  He stated everyone was not in attendance as expected.  Chair Ondish stated that both Counsel Chudzik and Counsel Weyl along with John Hazen, DEP legislation guru attended, but Mark Fifel, from DCA was not available and there was no representation from Treasury.   The Chair stated the purpose of the meeting was to determine what the Commission can and cannot do as far as lake maintenance charges.  He stated, as Mr. Baier has previously indicated, the Commission needs to have a fee structure in order to even think of going to the DEP Commissioner to ask for any kind of money for this season for harvesting because right now there is no money to harvest this year. He stated the four mayors should meet to discuss possible harvesting options.  He stated if the Commission could put together a fee structure, he did not think it could be put in place for this season.  
The Chair discussed the importance of opening communication between the Commission and the various DEP departments.
Mr. McCarthy stated that the meeting today was not to advance any particular proposal, but to explore what options require legislation or constitutional amendments.  He stated it was a fact-finding expedition.  He stated the Committee’s proposal as listed on the spreadsheet prepared by Mr. Kurzman and the Lake Hopatcong Protective Association proposal, were discussed one-by-one.    He stated it seemed in general that money is not available anywhere now from the local, county or state level. 
Mr. Felter stated there needs to be a contingency plan to do some harvesting this year possibly by the towns if the Commission does not get funding this year.  

Mr. Baier stated that that lip service to a maintenance charge will not work, but if the Commission has a real plan to generate revenue for weed harvesting that the DEP Commissioner may see his way to bridge a loan to the Commission.  He stated time is not the Commission’s friend.  There needs to be a plan to get the Commission through this year.   

Chair Ondish thanked the Sussex County League of Municipalities for passing a resolution to support Bill #2262 which dedicated $700K annually from pleasure boat fees to the Commission.  He stated he would ask the Morris County League to do the same. 

Old Business

Professional Services for Princeton Hydro

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated at last month’s meeting Resolution 09-03 to approve professional consulting services for Princeton Hydro for 2009 was approved.  The resolution was dependent on funding being available through the NJ DEP Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for $6,500 in consulting services for Princeton Hydro.  She stated that Mr. Baier has advised her that a preferred scenario would be to look at hiring Princeton Hydro on a case-by-case basis instead of entering into a consulting contract.
Mr. Baier stated in terms of the Corporate Business Tax (CBT) Watershed money, there will not be enough to cover the existing costs at DEP because so many employees were moved from General Treasury funds onto that fund.  The CBT Watershed Money will be in arrears next year which will leave 319 funds which is federal pass-through funding.  During the past year the Department received $12M in requests for $3M worth of funds.  He stated it is critical for the Commission to be cost effective.  Right now on the grant, the cost of the Administrator, office expenses, phones, and other administrative overhead costs are included.  If professional services from Princeton Hydro are included as an administrative overhead cost, the Commission runs the risk of not being cost competitive with the other projects that come in next year for grant funding.  He stated the water quality monitoring and report is already covered in the grant.  He stated unless someone could convince him of the need for PH professional services, his recommendation would be to look at it on a case-by-case as the need rises. 

Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the Commission has not entered into a contract with Princeton Hydro to conduct the in-lake water quality monitoring.  Mr. Baier stated the Commission should enter into that.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she would prepare the resolution for next month.  She stated that Princeton Hydro has advised her that they would update the Quality Assurance Protection Plan as part of the monitoring because DEP is requiring that.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she would contact Dr. Lubnow about the outcome of their professional services contract.  Mr. McCarthy stated that Princeton Hydro would not regularly attend the meetings.  Mr. Felter inquired about what should be done with the resolution passed last month.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated it was dependent on funding being available from the MOA so she would document it in the minutes.  In response to an inquiry about PH rate structure, Ms. Macalle-Holly stated PH does provide the Commission with a rate structure as part of their consulting proposal.  Mr. Baier stated PH is not being dismissed entirely because they would still do the annual water quality sampling and report and are on retainer for that on a limited scope.  If they need to retain their services beyond that scope, the Commission will need to figure out how to do that.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the PH still works with the Commission on the grant projects which are paid through the grants.  

Mr. Dan McCarthy discussed how Princeton Hydro would report on concerns as they come up such as the substance found in the Woodport section of the Lake last year and how it was misreported in the paper.  Mr. Baier suggested that anyone on the Commission should first notify him about unusual substances found in the lake.  He may be able to send out his freshwater monitoring unit from Trenton which does not cost the Commission anything.  If that is not possible, then the Commission will try to figure out how to get the right individuals on the lake and it may be Princeton Hydro.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that Princeton Hydro will still be doing monitoring and may be willing to address questions about substances found in the lake.  It was agreed that the Commission would check with Mr. Baier first before contacting Princeton Hydro.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly reminded the Commission that the USGS contract for the gages also would have to be paid out of the MOA next year.  

Grant Project Updates
Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that at last month’s meeting, the Commission authorized the Chair to enter into contract with contractors for the 319(h) grant Castle Rock Road project in Jefferson and EPA TWG detention basin and Signac Avene for the three chamber device in Roxbury.  The Commission received two bids.  A memo was received from a third contactor that attended the pre-bid meeting, but opted not to submit a bid.  She stated the bids submitted were higher than budgeted amount in the grants.  She stated Dr. Lubnow and she are scheduled to have a conference call with Cyndy Kopitsky at the EPA next Monday to discuss options.  She stated she does not believe there would enough grant funds available to go forward with both EPA TWG projects in Roxbury.  
In response to an inquiry, Ms. Macalle-Holly provided the bids amount, but apologized for not having the budgeted amounts with her because she was unexpectedly asked to attend the meeting in Trenton earlier in the day.  Mr. Felter inquired about rebidding the projects to negotiate the costs and Ms. Macalle-Holly responded that Dr. Lubnow is working with PH engineers to see if there were any other options, but for the EPA TWG Roxbury project, it looks like only one project could be funded.  Mr. Felter stated it might be worth rebidding the projects.  In response to Mr. Baier’s inquiry about how much the projects were overbid, Ms. Macalle-Holly stated that she was hesitant to provide number that she did not have with her, but that when Princeton Hydro put together the budget for the 319 it was an FY05 grant and the EPA TWG budget was developed shortly after that.  The project costs were much higher than budget.  
Ms. Macalle-Holly stated the 319 Castle Rock project could not be started until the end of June because of the stipulation in the DEP permit.  For the TWG grant, a request will submitted to the EPA to extend the grant because it will end this May which will be discussed with Ms. Kopitsky.  She stated that once the devices are in the ground, the stormwater monitoring needs to be conducted which is not always as easy as it sounds to collect the sample and then the final report needs to be done. She stated her concern about delaying the project start.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she was hesitant about rebidding because the bids from the two firms were pretty close.  The Chair stated she should check with Counsel to inquire about rebidding and provided it is okay she should go out to rebid.   Mr. Felter made a motion to reject the bids because they are over budget and Mr. Spinelli seconded.  
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Spinelli
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Wetzel
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.  
It was agreed that the projects should be rebid unless Counsel advised otherwise.  

The Chair discussed the outcome of meeting held earlier in the day in Trenton.  He stated that the State will be sending the Commission a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will give the Commission the ability to lease the building in Franklin for one dollar per year with parameters on what the Commission will have to do for sub-leasing.  At the meeting, Amy Cradic suggested the sooner the MOU is the signed, the sooner the Commission can move to forward with a plan to get the office space lease.  The Chair requested that the Commission authorize him to sign the MOU after its goes through Commission Counsel’s review.  Mr. Baier stated the MOU locks it in place until a contract can be executed between the Division of Parks and Forestry and the Commission.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated it important to act with all due speed because it was his impression that there is some other interest in this building besides the Commission.  Mr. Baier made the motion to authorize the Chair to enter into the MOU and Mr. O’Connor seconded.  Ms. Macalle-Holly reiterated that the motion was to authorize the Chair to enter into a MOU with the DEP.  Mr. Baier clarified that it was to sub-lease the Division A Headquarters Building in Franklin for one dollar per year.

ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Spinelli
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Wetzel
	Yes

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Yes
	
	


Motion was unanimous.  
The Chair stated he was glad other Commissioners could attend the meeting today and other meetings he attends he will try to have Commissioners attend as well to have someone else understand what occurred. 

Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed the article she wrote for the Shoppers’ Friend on the three EPA TWG projects targeted for Jefferson.  She stated the reason she wrote about those three projects in particular because as part of the TWG, Jefferson agreed to provide manpower for the projects with their DPW staff and will work under the direction of Jeff Elam.  Those three projects will not go out to bid.  Princeton Hydro completed the design plans, but Jefferson will be implementing the projects.  The Commission will purchase the Suntree BMP devices directly from Suntree and Jefferson agreed to handle the purchasing of the other necessary supplies for the project as well as use Jefferson’s equipment.  The Commission will reimburse Jefferson for the supplies through the EPA grant.  

Chair Ondish stated an EPA TWG project would also be completed near the Mount Arlington municipal beach to install a three chamber device.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated this is part of a bigger municipal drainage project.

Sub-Committees
Mr. Felter stated he would have Ms. Macalle-Holly try to arrange a Business Planning Meeting for sometime next week. Chair Ondish stated their last meeting was cancelled due to a snowstorm.

New Business

Resolution 09-05 Employee Compensation

The Chair introduced Resolution 09-05 included in the package for 2009 Employee Compensation.  Mr. O’Connor made the motion and Mr. Felter seconded.  There being no discussion, the Chair requested a roll call.  [A copy of the resolution is available on file.]
ROLL CALL:

	Baier
	Yes
	Spinelli
	Yes

	Felter
	Yes
	McCarthy, E.
	Yes

	McCarthy, D.
	Yes
	Wetzel
	No

	O’Connor
	Yes
	Ondish
	Yes

	Servoss
	Yes
	
	


Motion carried (8-1-0).  
The Economic Significance of Lake Hopatcong Draft Report prepared by NJ DEP Division of Science, Research & Technology, Bureau of Natural Resources Sciences, November 2008
The Chair inquired if all Commissioners had a copy of the Economic Significance of Lake Hopatcong Draft Report that was distributed under separate cover last month.  The Chair stated, as Mr. Baier had said previously indicated, that the numbers on the report are very conservative.  The Chair stated it was a complex report with formulas, processes and procedures.  Ms. Macalle-Holly discussed why the report was completed indicating it was part of DEP’s match toward the EPA TWG.  There was a need for this type of data as part of the educational outreach to discuss the economic significance of Lake Hopatcong which provides an estimate of the lake’s worth.  The Chair stated the report includes direct value, recreational value, activity value, consumption of goods and services, property values.  Mr. Baier stated the Mr. Mates [report author] basically used other studies to evaluate the increase in value of waterfront property.  The approach he used was more defensible because when the project was started it would be above what the property could sell for today based on market conditions.   Mr. Baier stated that Mr. Mates stated he is comfortable going with the higher value in that range.  It was suggested to put the report on the website.  
Mr. Dan McCarthy thought the report was a good idea and congratulated the Department on its efforts.  He stated he cannot help but notice the significance of the data as compared to the 1977 study and to tie that study into the Business Plan.  He inquired if this report could be used as part of the Business Plan.  Mr. Baier stated the purpose of the report was to put it out there in a public education context.  He stated people could look at the money the Commission spends and money that the Commission needs to raise to let them know that it is a small investment overall.  Mr. Dan McCarthy stated he would like to see the 1977 report updated and this current report goes a long way to getting the Commission there.

Mr. Baier stated he provided it to the Commissioners so they can review it, answer any questions, but its up to the Commission.  The Chair suggested putting the draft report on the Commission website for the public to review and give any feedback at the next meeting.  Mr. Dan McCarthy inquired about the limitation of data in the report.  Mr. Baier stated based on staff resources that could be dedicated to the report, at this point, it is as good as it will get.  He stated there are more labor intensive ways to go about this report that might give a truer value for Lake Hopatcong specifically, but there one staff economist was pulled off this project to work on regional greenhouse staff initiative.  Mr. Baier stated he could ask the Mr. Mates about any questions on behalf of the Commissioners, but Mr. Mates will not be able to do additional research on this project.  There was discussion on utilizing colleges to do further study on this project.  Ms. Macalle-Holly requested an electronic copy of the draft report to put on the website.  Mr. Dan McCarthy requested to put the report on the agenda for next month again.

Public Comment
Ray Fernandez discussed the Economic Significance Report stating if the State is going to base their future funding upon it, it would be to the State’s benefit to make the number low, and then the funding would be low.  He stated it would be important for the Commission to accept this as the value of Lake Hopatcong, to make sure the numbers are accurate if it will be used to determine future funding.  Mr. Baier objected to the aspersion that the Department low balled the figures.  Mr. Fernandez stated he is making a comment that it is important for the Commission to review the report on its own. Mr. Fernandez inquired about the details of 2009 Employee Compensation resolution.  Chair Ondish read the resolution into the record.  Mr. Fernandez inquired about what the next step was and was advised it was $54,151.05.  Mr. Fernandez stated someone was given a raise when there was no money in the Lake Commission.  Mr. Felter stated this was agreement made several years ago and it is coming from the grant money.  The Chair stated it is from the MOA that took into account the salary matrix that was adopted in 2006 to move employees along in their compensation.  Mr. O’Connor stated when the salary study was done it was determined Ms. Macalle-Holly was underpaid and the salary matrix would bring her up to the standard compared to the work she was doing.

Mr. Kurzman inquired about Mr. Baier’s comment about administrative cost hurt the Commission’s future for grant proposal and how this impacts hiring Princeton Hydro that helps the Commission apply for grants.  Mr. Baier stated the State does pay anyone to put together a proposal to the State.  If the Commission is cost competitive, because the grant process is cost competitive, the Department has to make a decision based on cost effectiveness when funding grants.  Mr. Baier stated if the Commission is to continue to have an administrator, an office and presence, it will have to be paid through grants until this Commission comes up with another funding mechanism.  Mr. Baier stated as new grants are received the administrative cost of the grant will be included in the grant.  Mr. Kurzman also inquired if the Commission can get any money through the stimulus money.  Mr. Baier stated the Commission will look for those opportunities.  Mr. Kurzman inquired about contingency plan and if the Commission looks to the municipality to do harvesting, then perhaps they can pick up the insurance costs.  He asked about bringing legislation back to Senator Smith that would allow the towns to collect the money locally.  Mr. Kurzman also inquired about permits to clean out the outflows in the lake.  He also inquired about the location of Landing Seawall and if it is in the State Park.  
Mr. Beebe stated he wants every member on the Commission to read the report he provided.  Ms. Macalle-Holly stated she would supply copies.  Mr. Beebe discussed getting permits to remove soil from the lake and asked Mr. Baier why removing the lake affects the environment.  Mr. Baier stated Mr. Beebe sent a letter to the Department and a response is being prepared.  Mr. Baier discussed the 1987 Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act which requires permits for certain activities in wetlands and State open waters which include Lake Hopatcong.  The reason for it was to facilitate the assumption of the federal 404 program.  From an environmental perspective, if everyone is allowed to go into a lake and pull out the entire shallow water habitat you will not have healthy ecosystem.  The nursery habitat, refugee areas for bait fish will be removed.  If you do not regulate what happens to a lake, you will essentially kill the lake.  Mr. Baier stated sediment removed should be placed in a manner that does not cause health problems to the public or to the environment.  Mr. Beebe stated that a marina is assured the right to always dredge from the marina to the main channel.  A marina should be able to dredge without a permit.  He stated that dredging is the best thing for the lake.  He inquired why he would have to pay $1,500 to dredge the lake.  He stated the rocks fester up when the lake is lowered.  

There being no further business, Mr. Felter made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. and Mr. McCarthy seconded.  The motion was unanimous. 

Prepared by:  Donna Macalle-Holly
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